Telling Time in Spanish
¿Qué hora es? - What time is it? (literally, "What hour is it?")

To state any time between 12:30 and 1:30, you will begin with "Es la una...". For example:

Es la una. - It's 1:00.

Es la una y cinco. - It's 1:05.

Es la una y diez. - Its' 1:10.

Es la una y cuarto. - It's 1:15.

Es la una y veinte. - It's 1:20.

Es la una y veinticinco. - It's 1:25.

Es la una y media. - It's 1:30.

Es la una menos veinticinco. - It's 12:35.

Es la una menos veinte. - It's 12:40.

Es la una menos cuarto. - It's 12:45.

Es la una menos diez. - It's 12:50.

Es la una menos cinco. - It's 12:55.

Notice that you will use y media to express half past (literally "and half"), y cuarto for a quarter past (literally "and a quarter") and menos cuarto for a quarter till (literally "minus a quarter).

Also notice that you will use the Spanish word menos (minus) for all times between half past and the exact hour. For example:

Es la una menos diez. - It's 12:50. (literally: It's 1:00 minus ten.)

To state any time between 1:30 and 12:30, you will begin with "Son las...". For example:
Son las dos. - It's 2:00.

Son las tres y cuarto. - It's 3:15.

Son las cuatro y media. - It's 4:30.

Son las cinco. - It's 5:00.

Son las seis menos veinte. - It's 5:40.

Son las siete menos cuarto. - It's 6:45.

You will use the following expressions with specific times (of the clock):

de la mañana - in the morning (a.m.)

de la tarde - in the afternoon (p.m.)

de la noche - in the evening (p.m.)

For example: Son las dos de la mañana. (It's two in the morning./It's two a.m.)

You will use the following expression when not stating a specific time of the clock:

por la mañana - in the morning

por la tarde - in the afternoon

por la noche - in the evening/at night

For example:

Lo vi por la mañana. - I saw him in the morning. (no specific time was stated)

el mediodía - noon

la medianoche - midnight
¿A qué hora...? - At what time...
...a la una - ...at 1:00

...a la una y media - at 1:30

...a las once - ...at 11:00
...a las once de la mañana - ...at 11:00 a.m.

...a las once de la noche - ...at 11:00 p.m.
...al mediodía - ...at noon

...a la medianoche - ...at midnight

Notice that the Spanish preposition a takes the place of the Spanish verb forms es and son the same as the English preposition at takes the place of "it's". For example:

Es la una. - It's 1:00.

...a la una - ...at 1:00
You will always use verb forms of the verb ser for telling time (never the verb estar). To tell time in the past you will use the imperfect tense (never the preterite). For example:

Es la una. - It's 1:00.

Era la una. - It was 1:00.

Son las dos. - It's 2:00.
Eran las dos. - It was 2:00.

ser (present): soy, eres, es, somos, son (for telling time in the present)

ser (imperfect): era, eras, era, éramos, eran (for telling time in the past)
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