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1) If a word has a written accent mark, you will always stress the accented syllable.

     for example: café, simpático, suéter, cómo, cuándo, inglés
2) If a word does not have a written accent mark and it ends with a vowel or the

    consonants n or s, then you will stress the second to last (or next to last) syllable.

    for example: taco, padre, canto, canta, cantas, cantan, apartamento, biblioteca 
3) If a word does not have a written accent mark and it ends with any consonant other
    than n or s, then you will stress the last syllable.

    for example: señor, mujer, bailar, cantar, regular azul, hotel, unidad, feroz 
Dipthongs and Strong and Weak Vowels

Strong Vowels in Spanish: a, e, o
Weak Vowels in Spanish: i, u
Remember this saying: " You (u) and I (i) are weak vowels."

A strong vowel in Spanish is capable of forming a separate syllable (without the help of a consonant). For example, the following words all have two syllables: fea, feo, leo, lee 

A weak vowel in Spanish can only form a separate syllable if it carries a written accent mark. For example: tío, tía, cafetería, continúo*, continúa       *I continue 

A strong and weak vowel or two weak vowels will combine to form a dipthong which will form one syllable. For example: bailo, aula, continuo*,     cuido (2 weak vowels) *continuous
ai - sounds like i in the words  like or kite       for example: bailar (to dance)

au - sounds like ow in the words now or cow  for example: aula, Laura, Claudia
ui - sounds like the english words we or wee   for example: cuidar (to take care of) Suiza
io - sounds like the word yo (I in Spanish; an exclamation in English) for example: junio 
Some words carry written accent marks soley for the purpose of distinguishing them from other words that are spelled the same but have a different meaning. For example:
sí - yes



si - if

él - he



el - the (masculine singular)

tú - you (familiar)

tu - your (familiar singular)

mí - me


mi - my (singular)

té - tea



te - you (familar - as an object or reflexive pronoun)

sé (be!, I know)

se - reflexive pronoun

dé - give!


de - of, from

qué - what?/how?/which?
que - that, than

cómo - how?/what?

como - I eat, like/as

por qué - why?

porque - because
más - more, most

mas - but (only in music and poetry)

sólo - only


solo - alone

cuándo - when?

cuando - when/whenever (used non-interrogatively)

All Interrogative Words/Phrases carry written accent marks!
qué - what?/how?/which?
por qué - why?
cuál(es) - which (one)?/which (ones)?/what?

cuándo - when?
cuánto/cuánta - how much?
cuántos/cuántas - how many?
cómo - how?/what?
quién(es) - who?
a quién(es) - to whom?
para quién(es) - for whom?
de quién(es) - of whom?/from whom?/whose?
dónde - where?
de dónde - from where?
adónde - to where?
