If a word in Spanish ends with the letter s, this indicates one thing for nouns, adjectives and articles and another thing for verbs.

 

1) The letter s almost always indicates plurality at the end of of nouns, pronouns, adjectives and articles (as in English, some words end with s in their singular form; such words in Spanish normally add es [and less commonly as to feminine nouns/forms] to form the plural). Words from these categories which end in a vowel will simply add the letter s to form the plural. Words which do not end in a vowel will add es. For example:

 

Singlular    
 Plural
libro - book     libros - books (noun)

ella - she      
ellas - they (pronoun)

triste - sad   
tristes - sad (adjective)

la - the         
las - the (article)

 

papel - paper         
papeles - papers (noun)

formal - formal        
formales - formal (adjective)

 

2) The following two pronouns which can be singular or plural do not end in s: 

 

se (reflexive prounoun)

sí (reflexive pronoun used after prepositions) Note: The word sí also means "yes".

 

Ella se mira en el espejo. - She looks at herself in the mirror. (singular)

Ellos se escriben a menudo. - They write to each other often. (plural)

Nada es más importante que la vida en sí. - 

Nothing is more important than life itself. (singular)

Ellos se conversaban entre sí. - 

They were conversing amongst themselves. (plural)

 

3) Most nouns which end with the letter z in the singular will end with -ces in the plural (the z changes to c). For example:

 

Singular               
Plural
cruz - cross           
cruces - crosses 

lápiz - pencil          
lápices - pencils

luz - light               
luces - lights

pez - fish               
peces - fish (pl.)/fishes

vez - time               
veces - times

voz - voice              
voces - voices

paz - peace            
paces - peaces*

 

*In English, we rarely the word peace in the plural. In Spanish, you will use paces mainly in the _expression hacer las paces (to make up/to bury the hatchet).

 

 

4) Verb forms which end with the letter s are not always plural.

 

Verb forms which end with es or as will indicate the tú form (you [familiar] form). The exception to this rule is the he/she form of the verb ser in the present tense (es). For example: Él es alto. (He's tall.). The tú form (as well as the he/she form exception) is a singular and not a plural form.

 

Verb forms which end with -os will always indicate the nosotros (we) form. For example: bailamos (we dance).

 

Verb forms which end with -is will always indicate the vosotros form (you [plural] in Spain). For example: bailáis (you all dance [Spain]).

 

Verb forms which end with the letter n will always indicate the ellos/ellas/ustedes form (they/you all). For example: bailan (they dance/you all dance).                     

Top of Form

[image: image1.wmf]

KuIBpl6pwuh



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image2.wmf]

995_127316679_



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image3.wmf]

Inbox



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image4.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image5.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image6.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image7.wmf]

Please enter a na



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image8.wmf]


© 2008  David S. Luton

Bottom of Form

_1270053645.unknown

_1270053647.unknown

_1270053648.unknown

_1270053646.unknown

_1270053643.unknown

_1270053644.unknown

_1270053642.unknown

_1270053641.unknown

