Words that End with the Letter e in Spanish

The letter e at the end of a verb form will always indicate the third person singular form* (form #3 - the él/ella/Ud. form [he/she form]) of the present tense of ER/IR verbs, and forms numbers 1 & 3  (1=yo)of the present subjunctive of AR verbs. It also can indicate the forms 1 & 2  (2=tú) in the preterite tense. For example:

 

Él corre mucho. - He runs a lot. (ER verb)

Ella vive aquí. - She lives here. (IR verb)

Es bueno que ella trabaje aquí. - It's good that she works here. (AR verb - present subjunctive)

No lo hice. - I didn't do it. (form #1 in the preterite)

Lo hiciste. - You did it. (form #2 of the preterite) 

*Forms #3 of the verb ser in the present  and preterite tenses are an exception to this rule:

Ella es una persona amable. - She's a kind person. (es normally indicates the tú form in
                                                                                  the present tense)

Ella fue maestra durante 30 años. - She was a teacher for 30 years. (the -e ending in the
                                                                 preterite  normally indicates the yo or tú form)

 Also, the yo form of the verb saber in the present tense is sé.
Yo sé. - I know.         Yo no sé. - I don't know.
 

Nouns which end with the letter e (or es in the plural form) could be either masculine or feminine. For example:

 

masculine
aceite - oil

accidente - accident

agave - cactus-like plant from which tequila is distilled

aguacate - avocado

aire - air

alambre - wire

alcance - reach

alce - moose

ambiente - environment

apéndice - appendix, appendage

arete - earring

ataque - attack

bache - pothole, hard time

baile - dance
balance - balance sheet (equilibrio = balance)

balde - bucket, pail

banquete - banquet
bate - bat
bebé - baby

bigote - mustache

borde - border, edge, verge

bosque - forest, woods

bote - boat, can, jar

broche - brooch

brote - outbreak, sprout, bud, shoot

buitre - buzzard, vulture

cable - cable

cacahuete/cacahuate - peanut
café - café, coffee
calambre - cramp

camote - sweet potato (or root that is similar)

canapé - canapé, couch, hors d'œuvre
capote - hood, overcoat, hood (of a car) [Mexico]

casete - cassette

chance - chance, opportunity (informal Spanish/Spanglish)

cheque - check (as in one that you write for money); cheque viajero = traveler's check)

chicle - chewing gum

chile - chili pepper

chocolate - chocolate

choque - crash, shock

clisé - cliché

combustible - fuel

coyote - coyote

cierre - closing, zipper
cine - movie theater
coche - car

combate - combat

comité - committee

coraje - courage, anger

cruce - crossing, intersection

debate - debate

deporte - sport

derroche - extravagance, waste

derrumbe - collapse, cave-in

desodorante - deodorante
desastre - disaster

desfile - parade
detalle - detail, something small
diente - tooth
eje - axle, axis
elefante - elephant

empate - tie (in sports)
encaje - lace

enjambre - swarm (of bees); crowd (of people)
enjuague - rinse, mouthwash

enlace - link
equipaje - luggage
escaparate - store/shop window, showcase

escape - escape

escote - bust, bustline (i.e. a woman's bust)

esmalte - enamel, fingernail polish
estanque - pond, pool, tank, resevoir

estante - shelf

fiambre - meat/coldcut

filete - fillet

fuerte - fort, stonghold, forte, strong point

gabinete - cabinet

garrote - club, stick

golpe - hit, blow, coup d'état

gozne - hinge
guante - glove
hincapié - stress, emphasis (hacer hincapié = to stress, to emphasize)

hombre - man

impermeable - raincoat

informe - report

instante - instant/moment

juguete - toy

lenguaje - language (i.e. type of usage, ect.), speech

límite - limit
lonche - lunch (some countries)

lote - lot, share, plot of land

lustre - shine, luster, glory, distinction

machete - machete

masaje - massage
mensaje - message

mueble - (a piece of) furniture

muelle - dock, wharf

nombre - name

padre - father
paisaje - countryside

paquete - package

parche - patch (e.g. an eye-patch or a patch on a garment)
parque - park
pasaporte - passport

patinete - skateboard (Spain): [la patineta en algunos otros países]
peine - comb

peluche - plush

perfume - perfume

personaje - character (e.g. in a movie, play, novel, etc.; not moral character)
pie - foot
pilote - stake, pile

ponche - punch (i.e. the beverage)

poste - post, pole

postre - dessert

potaje - pottage, stew

puré - puré (e.g. puré de papas/patatas = mashed potatoes)
reciclaje - recycling

remitente - return address

reportaje - article, story, news report

rescate - rescue
resorte - spring (e.g. bed spring)
restaurante - restaurant
retrete - restroom, toilet

rifle - rifle

roce - rubbing, chafing, brush, graze, touch

romance - romance

sabotaje - sabotage

sacerdote - priest (sacerdotisa = priestess)

salvaje - savage (as a noun; as an adjective, it means wild when referring to people or animals)

satélite - satellite

sobre - envelope

soporte - base, stand, support

sorbete - sorbet, sherbert
taburete - stool

tanque - tank

té - tea
timbre - bell, chime, tone, stamp
tinte - dye, coloring

tirante - shoulder strap (los tirantes = suspenders)

tomate - tomato

toque - touch, chime
traje - suit
trámite - procedure, transaction, step

trance - trance, critical juncture, tough time
transporte - transport, transportation, ride
valle - valley

viaje - trip, voyage

vientre - abdomen, womb, entrails

volante - steering wheel

yunque - anvil

zopilote - buzzard (Mexico)
feminine
ave - bird, fowl

base - base

calle - street
calvicie - baldness
carne - meat
catástrofe - catastrophe

certidumbre - certainty

chinche - bed bug
clase - class
consonante - consonant

corriente - (electrical) current

cumbre - summit, top, peak

dote - dowry, gift, talent

esfinge - sphinx
especie - specie
fase - phase

fe - faith

fiebre - fever
frase - phrase

fuente - fountain, source

gente - people
gripe - flu

hambre - hunger
índole - type, kind, class, nature
ingle - groin

laringe - larynx
leche - milk

llave - key
legumbre - legume, vegetable
madre - mother

masacre - massacre
mente - mind

morgue - morgue

muchedumbre - crowd, multitude

muerte - death

mugre - grime, filth

nave - ship (nave espacial = space ship)
nieve - snow

noche - night, evening
nube - cloud

parte - part

pirámide - pyramid

sangre - blood

sede - headquarters, seat (la Sede Sante - the Holy See)
serie - series
serpiente - snake, serpent

suerte - luck
superficie - surface

tarde - afternoon, late
tilde - accent mark,  ~ mark
torre - tower
ubre - udder

urbe - large city, metropolis

vislumbre - glimmer, gleam

Since there are many more nouns that end with -e that are masculine, perhaps it would be easiest to simply memorize the exceptions that are feminine. However, you might find these clues to be helpful when memorizing the gender of nouns that end with the letter e:
1) Nouns that end with -ate or -ete are usually masculine. For example:

arete

banquete

cacahuete (peanut in Spain)

casete

filete

gabinete

juguete

machete

paquete

patinete (skateboard in Spain)

retrete

sorbete

aguacate

bate

cacahuate (peanut in Mexico)

combate

chocolate

debate

empate

escaparate

rescate

tomate
2) Nouns that end with -que are usually masculine. For example:

ataque

bosque

choque
dique

duque
estanque

parque

tanque

toque

yunque

3) Nouns that end with -aje are usually masculine. For example:

coraje

equipaje
masaje

mensaje
paisaje
personaje
potaje
reciclaje

reportaje

sabotaje
traje

viaje
4) Nouns that end with -ante are usually masculine unless they refer to people: in such cases they normally use the same word to refer to both genders. For example:

desodorante (m.)

elefante (m.)

estante (m.)

guante (m.)

restaurante (m.)

tirante (m.)

volante (m.)

el estudiante - the student (m.)

la estudiante - the student (f.)

other examples of nouns which refer to people:

amante - lover

cantante - singer

dibujante - sketch artist

5) Nouns that end with -ote are usually masculine (exception la dote [dowry, gift]). For example:
bigote

brote

camote

capote

coyote

escote

garrote
lote
pilote

sacerdote

zopilote

6) Nouns that end with -é are usually masculine. For example:

bebé

café

canapé

clisé

comité

hincapié

puré

té

7) The four directions: norte, sur, este, oeste are all masculine.
8) Nouns that end with -umbre are usually feminine. For example:

cumbre

certidumbre

muchedumbre

vislumbre

9) Most nouns that end with -ie (i.e. with an unaccented e) are feminine (exception: el pie)
calvicie

especie

serie

superficie

 

Remember that some words that end in es in the plural do not end in the letter e in the singular. For example:

 

calcetín - sock

calcetines - socks

 

flor - flower

flores - flowers

 
papel - paper

papeles - papers

 

tamal - tamale

tamales - tamales
útil - useful (singular)

útiles - useful (plural)

 

 
Some nouns that end with the letter e and refer to people use the same form when referring to either gender**. For example:

 

el estudiante - the student (m.)

la estudiante - the student (f.)

 

el cantante - the singer (m.)

la cantante - the singer (f.)
 

**Some nouns which refer to people end with e in the masculine but a in the feminine. For example:

 

el presidente - the president (m.)

la presidenta - the president (f.)
 

el dependiente - the sales person (m.)

la dependienta - the sales person (f.)

 

el jefe - the boss, chief (m.)

la jefa - the boss, chief (f.)
 

Most adjectives that end with the letter e will use the same form when referring to either gender. For example:

 

Él es inteligente. - He's intelligent.

Ella es inteligente. - She's intelligent.
 

 The following words change meaning with their respective genders:

 
el corte - cut

la corte - court (of law)

las cortes - the Spanish parliament

el frente - the front

la frente - the forehead
el pendiente - the earring (Spain)

la pendiente - the slope
el arte - art, craft, appliance, artefact

los artes - crafts
las artes - the fine arts

el lente/la lente - lense (of a camera, etc.)

los lentes - glasses (for eyes) [in some Latin American countries]

las lentes de contacto - contact lenses
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