Words that End with the Letter a in Spanish

The letter a at the end of a word in Spanish means one thing for nouns, pronouns, adjectives and articles and another thing for verbs.

 

1) Nouns, pronouns, adjectives and articles which end in the letter a (or as in the plural form) are usually feminine. For example:

 

pluma (noun)

ella (pronoun)

alta (adjective)

la (article)

una (article)

 

Exceptions:
día - day

diploma - diploma
gorila - gorilla
idioma - language

mapa - map

papa - pope

papá - dad
pijama - pajama
planeta - planet
poema - poem

problema - problem

programa - program

sofá - couch/sofa

tema - theme/topic
yoga - yoga
 

The following professions (or nationalities/political/religious affiliations) end with the letter a (as in the plural) when referring to either gender:

 

astronauta - astronaut

atleta - athlete
belga - Belgian

celta - Celt/Celtic
colega - colleage, buddy

demócrata - democrat (member of the U.S Democratic Party)

periodista - journalist

pirata - pirate

poeta - poet

policía - police officer

profeta - prophet

dentista, guitarrista, pianista, taxista, budista, comunista, socialista, etc.

 

The names of some Native American (Indian) tribes* will also end with the letter a (as in the plural) for either gender. For example:

 

los aztecas - the Aztecs

los incas - the Incas

los mayas - the Mayans

 

*Notice also that the names of Native American tribes, as well as nationalities (e.g. los franceses [the French]), are not capitalized in Spanish as they are in English (only the names of countries e.g. Francia [France])

 

 

2) Verb forms which end with the letter a will always indicate the third person singular (form #3 - the él/ella/Ud. form) of AR verbs in the present tense* regardless of the gender of the subject. For example:

 

Él habla español. - He speaks Spanish.

Ella habla español. - She speaks Spanish.

 

Notice that the verb form habla is used with both genders.

 

             Remember!!!     VERB FORMS DO NOT HAVE A GENDER!!!

 

*Verb forms that end with a can also indicate both forms 1 and 3 with the imperfect, the conditional and the present subjunctive.

 

 

3) The following nouns which end with the letter a change meanings with their respective genders. For example:

 

el coma - the coma

la coma - the comma

 

el cometa - the comet

la cometa - the kite

 

el mañana - tomorrow, the future

la mañana - morning, the morning

 

el papa - the pope

la papa - the potato (exept in Spain [la patata] 
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