Words that End with the Letter o in Spanish

The letter o at the end of a word means one thing for nouns, pronouns, adjectives and articles and another thing for verbs.

 

1) Nouns, pronouns, adjectives and articles which end with the letter o (or os in the plural form) are almost always masculine. For example:

 

libro (noun)

ellos (pronoun)

alto (adjective)

los (article)

unos (article)

 

Exceptions:
foto - photo/picture (short for fotografía)

moto - motorcycle (short for motocicleta)

mano - hand

 

Although male names rarely if ever end with a, it's not uncommon to find female names that end with o. Two common ones are Rosario and Consuelo.

 

Feminine nouns which end with the letter o still require feminine adjective forms and articles. For example: una foto fea (an ugly photo)

 

The pronoun yo (I) ends with an o even though it is used with both genders.

 

Certain nouns or professions end with an o when referring to both genders. For example:

modelo (model), reo (criminal/convict).
 

 

2) Verbs which end with the letter o will indicate the the yo (I) form of the verb in the present tense regardless of the gender of the subject. For example:

 

Yo* hablo español. - I speak Spanish. (m. or f. subject)

 

*The pronoun yo is often omitted; however, since this verb form nearly always ends with the letter o in the present tense, the verb ending alone will indicate the pronoun with which it is associated. This is also true for the tú, nosotros  and vosotros forms.

 
Remember this rhyme: If it ends with o, it goes with yo. (at least in the present tense)

 

Exceptions:
soy/estoy - I am

doy - I give

voy - I go

sé - I know

 

 

3) Verbs which end with -os (usually -amos, -emos or -imos) will ALWAYS indicate the nosotros (we) form of the verb regardless of the gender of the subject. For example:

 

Nosotros hablamos español. - We (m.) speak Spanish.

Nosotras hablamos español. - We (f.) speak Spanish.

 

Notice how the os changes to as in the pronoun nosotros but not in the verb form hablamos (we speak).

 

                Remember!!!    VERB FORMS DO NOT HAVE A GENDER!!!
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