The Adjectives bueno, malo and grande in Spanish
     The adjectives bueno (good) and malo (bad) are shortened to buen and mal respectively when they precede a masculine singular noun:

bueno→buen

malo→mal

For example:

un buen muchacho - a good boy

un buen estudiante - a good student (m.)

un buen libro - a good book

This does not occur with the feminine forms buena and mala in front of feminine nouns. For example:

una buena muchacha - a good girl

una buena estudiante - a good student (f.)

una buena novela - a good novel

This also does not occur if bueno and malo follow (rather than precede) the noun. For example:

un muchacho bueno - a good boy

un estudiante bueno - a good student (m.)

un libro bueno - a good book

The adjective grande will shorten to gran when it precedes a singular noun of either gender and in doing so its meaning will change to great. For example:

un gran maestro - a great teacher (m.)
un maestro grande - a large teacher (m.)
una gran maestra - a great teacher (f.)

una maestra grande - a large teacher (f.)
The plural form grandes will be the same whether it precedes or follows a noun; however, the meaning will not be the same. For example:

grandes before a noun = great
grandes after a noun = big, large
las grandes planicies - the great plains                © David S. Luton  2008



los ojos grandes - the larges eyes

