Uses of the Preposition PARA in Spanish

1.  Meaning for in the sense of an intended recipient:
Este regalo es para ti. - This gift is for you.

2. Meaning for when speaking of a destination:

Me voy para la escuela. - I'm leaving for school.

3. Meaning for when indicating the use for which something is intended:

Estos platillos son para el postre. - These small plates are for the dessert.

4. Meaning for when making a comparison:

Para un niño de cinco años, es muy astuto. - He's very clever for a five year old.

5. Meaning for when referring to an employer:

Mi madre trabaja para el hospital. - My mother works for the hospital.

6. To indicate a purpose (in order to...):

Voy a la biblioteca para estudiar. - I'm going to the library (in order) to study.

Hay que estudiar para sacar buenas notas. - One must study (in order) to get good grades.

7. Meaning by when referring to time or a deadline:

Tengo que terminar para el viernes. - I have to finish by Friday.
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