The Personal a in Spanish
The preposition a in Spanish can translate in more than one way in English. For example:

a tiempo (on time)

a la una (at one o'clock)

a la biblioteca - to the library

Sometimes the preposition a is used in Spanish when it would seem unnecessary in English. For example:

Voy a estudiar. - I'm going to study.

Another such example is what is known as the personal a, which is always used in front of a direct object which is a person. For example:

Veo a mi amigo. - I see my friend. (a person)

Veo un perro. - I see a dog (not a person)

Remember that a + el = al. For example:

Veo al profesor. - I see the teacher. (m.)

Veo a la profesora. - I see the teacher. (f.)
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