Word Order for Object and Reflexive Pronouns

For declarative sentences, object and reflexive pronouns will go in front of the verb for sentences or phrases which have only one verb. For phrases or sentences which have two verbs (a conjugated verb and an infinitive, the object and reflexive pronouns may go before the conjugated verb or after the infinitive (attached to the infinitive as one word). For example:
 

One Verb: Yo lo veo. - I see him./I see it. [m.] (direct object pronoun: lo [him])

 

Two Verbs: 1) Yo lo necesito ver.
                     2) Yo necesito verlo. (I need to see him/it.)

 

 

There are also two possible word orders when using progressive participles. For example:

 

1) Lo estoy mirando.

2) Estoy mirándolo. (I'm watching him. or I'm watching it. [m.])

 

When attaching a pronoun or pronouns to the progressive participle, you must add an accent mark to the original stressed syllable. (mirándolo)

 

 

Word Order: You will follow this word order when using reflexive or object pronouns in a declarative sentence:

 

1. Subject Pronoun (e.g. Él) - This pronoun may be omitted.

2. The Word no (if the sentence is negative)

3. Indirect Object or Reflexive Pronoun (e.g. me)

4. Direct Object Pronoun (e.g. lo)

5. Conjugated Verb
6. Infinitive (if there is one)

 

(Él) me lo necesita dar. - He needs to give it (m.) to me.

(Él) no me lo necesita dar. - He doesn't need to give it (m.) to me. 

 

If the declarative sentence has two verbs (a conjugated verb and an infinitive), you may also follow this word order when using reflexive or object pronouns:

 

1. Subject Pronoun
2. The Word no (if the sentence is negative)

3. Conjugated Verb
4. Infinitive + Indirect Object/Reflexive Pronoun (as one word)

 

(Él) necesita dármelo. - He needs to give it (m.) to me.

(Él) no necesita dármelo. - He doesn't need to give it (m.) to me.

 

If more than one pronoun are attached to the infinitive, an accent mark must be added to the infinitive on the original stressed syllable (or the only syllable of a one syllable word like dar e.g. dármelo).
Here are some more examples using indirect object a and reflexive pronouns:

Yo le digo la verdad. - I'm telling him the truth. (indirect object pronoun le)
Le voy a decir la verdad./Voy a decirle la verdad. - I'm going to tell him the truth.

Él se despierta a las seis. - He wakes up at 6:00. (reflexive pronoun se)
Él se va a despertar a las seis./Él va a despertarse a las 6:00. - He's going to wake up at 6:00.
 

 

When direct object pronouns are used together with indirect object pronouns, the indirect object pronouns le and les will change to se. This se is not to be confused with se the reflexive pronoun. For example:

 

le/les + lo = se lo
le/les + la = se la
 

Se lo di./Se la di. =

I gave it to him./I gave it to her./I gave it to them./I gave it to you (formal)./I gave it to you all.

 

le/les + los = se los

le/les + las = se las
 

Se los di./Se las di. =

I gave them to him./I gave them to her./I gave them to them./I gave them to you. (formal), etc.,..

 

 

For sentences or phrases with two verbs, you have two options:

 

1) Se lo necesito dar.
2) Necesito dárselo. (I need to give it to him/her/them/you [formal]/you all.)

 

Notice that an accent mark is added to dárselo for the same aforementioned reasons.

 

 

Remember that se is also a reflexive pronoun. For example:

 

Ella se miraba en el espejo. - She was looking at herself in the mirror.

 

Se me olvidó. - It slipped my mind. (literally: "It was forgotten to me.")

 

Se me cayó el vaso. - I dropped the glass. (literally: "The glass fell to me.")

 

 

The same word order of reflexive and object pronouns is also used with commands (mandatos) but they will go in front of the verb for negative commands and will be attached to the verb (behind the verb) for affirmative commands. For example:

 

¡Dámelo! - Give it to me! (affirmative)

 

¡No me lo des! - Don't give it to me! (negative)

 

¡Siéntate! - Sit down! (affirmative reflexive)

 

¡No te sientes! - Don't sit down! (negative reflexive)

 

 

Notice that you will need to add an accent mark on the original stressed syllable of the affirmative command verb form if the form has more than one syllable and/or if more than one pronoun is added. For example:

 

¡Hazlo! - Do it! (no accent mark - original verb form only has one syllable)

 

¡Dámelo! - Give it to me! (form has only one syllable, but more than one pronoun  are added)

 

¡Mírame! - Look at me! (only one pronoun is added but the original verb form has more than

                                             one syllable)

 

The irregular command forms sé (be!) and dé (give!) always carry a written accent mark even though these forms each have only one syllable.

 

The indirect object pronouns le and les will still change to se when used together with direct object pronouns just as they do in declarative sentences. For example:

 

¡Dáselo! - Give it to him/her/them/you (formal)/you all!

 

¡No se lo des! - Don't give it to him/her/them/you (formal)/you all!
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