In Spanish, like in English, you can often have two verbs in one phrase or sentence, the first verb being a conjugated verb, and the second being an infinitive. For example, in the sentence "I want to work.", want is the conjugated verb and to work is the infinitive. The following verbs are commonly used in conjunction with infinitives in Spanish:

 

desear - to want, to wish, to desire

querer - to want (e to ie stem change)

preferir - to prefer (e to ie stem change)

pensar - to think, to plan (e to ie stem change)

poder - to be able, can (o to ue stem change)

saber - to know how to (has an irregular yo form [sé])

esperar - to hope, to expect (also, to wait for)

necesitar - to need

deber - to owe, ought to, should

 

Deseo trabajar./Quiero trabajar. - I want to work.

Prefiero trabajar. - I prefer to work.

Pienso trabajar. - I plan to work.

Puedo trabajar. - I can work./I'm able to work.

¿Puedo trabajar? - Can I work?

Sé trabajar. - I know how to work.

Espero trabajar. - I hope to work./I expect to work.

Necesito trabajar. - I need to work.

Debo trabajar. - I ought to work./I should work.

 

 

The following verbs must be used with the preposition a + infinitive: 

 

aprender - to learn

comenzar - to start, to begin (e to ie stem change)

empezar - to start, to begin (e to ie stem change)

ir - to go (voy, vas, va, vamos, vais, van)

 

Aprendo a nadar. - I'm learning to swim.

 

Comienzo a aprender español./Empiezo a aprender español. - I'm starting to learn Spanish.

 

Voy a estudiar esta noche. - I'm going to study tonight.

 

 

The following verbs must be used with the preposition de + infinitive:

 

acabar - to finish

acabar de - to have just done something

 

Acabo con mi tarea. - I'm finishing my homework.

Acabo de comer. - I just ate.

 

tratar - to treat

tratar de - to try to (do something)

tratar con - to deal with

 

Mi novio me trata como una reina. - My boyfriend treats me like a queen.

Ella trata de encontrar empleo. - She's trying to find work.

No me gusta tratar con él. - I don't like to deal with him.

 

contar con - to count on

 

Puedes contar con ella. - You can count on her.

 

 

 

To speak of an obligation, you can use the tener que + infinitive construction:

 

Tengo que estudiar. - I have to study.

 

 

Use the tener que ver con construction to express to have to do with in Spanish:

 

Mi trabajo tiene que ver con computadoras. - My work has to do with computers.
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