Rules for Verbs in Spanish
Most verbs in Spanish have six conjugated forms which correspond to the following pronouns:

1. yo (I)                                                    4. nosotros/nosotras (we)

2. tú (you-familiar)                                   5. vosotros/vosotras (you-plural in Spain)

3. él/ella/usted (he/she/you-formal)          6. ellos/ellas/ustedes (they/you-plural)

1. The unconjugated form of the verb is known as the infinitive. 

2. All infinitives in Spanish end with the letter r (either -ar, -er or -ir).

3. All infinitives in English begin with the preposition to.

For example:     bailar = to dance     comer = to eat     vivir = to live

To conjugate a verb in Spanish in the present, preterite and imperfect tenses, you must first remove the -ar, -er or -ir ending from the infinitive form and then add the following endings to the remaining part of the verb which is known as the stem (or root):

Present Tense AR Verbs: -o, -as, -a, -amos, -áis, -an

Present Tense ER Verbs: -o, -es, -e, -emos, -éis, -en

Present Tense IR Verbs: -o, -es, -e, -imos, -ís, -en
Preterite Tense AR Verbs: -é, -aste, -ó, -amos, -asteis, -aron

Preterite Tense ER/IR Verbs: -í, -iste, -ió, -imos, -isteis, -ieron

Imperfect Tense AR Verbs: -aba, -abas, -aba, -ábamos, -abais, -aban

Imperfect Tense ER/IR Verbs: -ía, -ías, -ía, -íamos, -íais, -ían

1. The nosotros forms of regular verbs in the present and preterite tenses are identical for AR and IR verbs (but not for ER verbs: the -emos changes to -imos).

2. The yo form and the él/ella/usted form are identical in the imperfect tense.
The following rules apply to all verbs both regular and irregular of all tenses and moods:

1. Verb forms do not have gender; therefore the letter o will not signify the masculine gender nor will the letter a signify the feminine gender.

2. The usted form (you formal) will always be the same as the él/ella form (he/she).

3. The ustedes form (you plural) will always be the same as the ellos/ellas form (they).

4. The nosotros/nosotras (we) form always ends in -os.

5. The vosotros/vosotras form (you plural in Spain) always ends in -is.

6. The ellos/ellas/Uds. form always ends with the letter n.
When considering which verb form agrees with a subject, please remember the following:

José = él

el chico = él

mi amigo = él

el béisbol = él

María = ella

la chica = ella

mi amiga = ella

la casa = ella

Remember that él , ella  and usted will always have the same verb form and gender has no affect on the verb form (i.e. conjugated verb forms don't have gender).

José y Miguel = ellos

José y María = ellos

Ana y María = ellas

mis amigos = ellos

los profesores = ellos

los deportes = ellos
Remember that ellos, ellas and ustedes will always have the same verb form and gender has no affect on the verb form.

____ y  yo = nosotros

____ y  tú = ustedes (or vosotros in Spain)

____ y usted = ustedes (also in Spain)
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