Regular Verbs in Spanish

In Spanish the infinitve form of a verb always ends with the letter r and falls into three categories:

1) those which end with -ar (ar verbs) e.g. hablar = to speak

2) those which end with -er (er verbs) e.g. comer = to eat

3) those which end with -ir (ir verbs) e.g. vivir = to live

 

Most verbs in Spanish have six forms which correspond to their respective pronouns and which will be listed in the following order:

 

1) yo (I)

2) tú (you-familiar)

3) él/ella/usted (he/she/you-formal)

4) nosotros/nosotras (we)

5) vosotros/vosotras (you-plural-familiar [only used in Spain])

6) ellos/ellas/ustedes (they/you-plural-formal [Spain]/you-plural [L. America])

 

For regular verbs in the present, preterite and imperfect tenses, you must first remove the  -ar, -er or -ir endings from the infinitive form of the verb, and then add the following endings:

 

Present Tense
ar verbs: -o, -as, -a, -amos, -áis, -an

er verbs: -o, -es, -e, -emos, -éis, -en

ir verbs: -o, -es, -e, -imos, -ís, -en

 

Preterite Tense
ar verbs: -é, -aste, -ó, -amos, -asteis, -aron

er/ir verbs: -í, -iste, -ió, -imos, -isteis, -ieron

 

 

Imperfect Tense 

ar verbs: -aba, -abas, -aba, -ábamos, -abais, -aban

er/ir verbs: -ía, -ías, -ía, -íamos, -íais, -ían

 

The imperfect tense only has three irregular verbs which are as follows:

 

ir (to go): iba, ibas, iba, íbamos, ibais, iban

ser (to be): era, eras, era, éramos, erais, eran

ver (to see): veía, veías, veía, veíamos, veíais, veían

 

 

For the present and past perfect tenses, you will use the appropriate form of the helping verb haber (to have) along with the past participle which is formed by removing the -ar, -er or -ir ending from the infinitive form of a verb and adding the following endings: -ado (ar verbs) and     -ido (er/ir verbs). For example:
 

hablar = to speak

hablado = spoken

he hablado = I have spoken

había hablado = I had spoken

 

comer = to eat

comido = eaten

he comido = I have eaten

había comido = I had eaten

 

vivir = to live

vivido = lived

he vivido = I have lived

había vivido = I had lived

 

Here are the forms of the helping verb haber:

 

present perfect tense: he, has, ha, hemos, habéis, han

past perfect/pluperfect tense: había, habías, había, habíamos, habíais, habían

 

The following verbs have irregular participles:

 

abrir: abierto
decir: dicho
descubrir: descubierto
escribir: escrito
hacer: hecho
poner: puesto
resolver: resuelto
romper: roto
soltar: suelto
ver: visto
volver: vuelto
 

The verb haber also has a single form that is used for each tense/mood:

 

hay = there is, there are

hubo/había = there was, there were

ha habido = there has been/there have been
había habido = there had been

habrá = there will be

habría = there would be

va a haber = there's going to be/there are going to be
 

 

In order to form the future tense and the conditional mood, you must add the following endings to the infinitive form of a verb:

 

future tense: -é, -ás, -á, -emos, -éis, -án

conditional mood: -ía, -ías, -ía, -íamos, -íais, -ían*

 

*these are the same endings which are used for er/ir verbs in the imperfect tense
 

hablar - to speak                                   

hablaré - I will speak                                      
hablaría - I would speak

hablarás - you will speak                               
hablarías - you would speak

hablará - he/she will speak                            
hablaría - he/she would speak

hablaremos -  we will speak                          
hablaríamos - we would speak

hablaréis - you will speak (pl. fam.- Spain)    
hablaríais - you would speak

hablarán - they will speak/you all will speak  
hablarían - they would speak

 

The following verbs use irregular stems to form the future and conditional instead of the infinitive:

 

decir: dir-
hacer: har-
poner: pondr-
querer: querr-
saber: sabr-
salir: saldr-
tener: tendr-
valer: valdr-
venir: vendr-
 

 

In order to form the present subjunctive mood as well as the command forms for the Ud. and Uds. forms, you must add the following endings to the yo form of the present tense (after having removed the present tense ending)*:

 

ar verbs: -e, -es, -e, -emos, -éis, -en

er/ir verbs: -a, -as, -a, -amos, -áis, -an

 

Here are the present subjunctive forms of the helping verb haber:

 

haya, hayas, haya, hayamos, hayáis, hayan
 

*Some verbs which are considered irregular in the present tense because they have irregular yo forms (e.g. tener: tengo) are not considered irregular in the present subjunctive mood or in the command forms for Ud. and Uds.
 

In order to form the past subjunctive (imperfect subjunctive) mood, you must add the following endings to the ellos/ellas/Uds. form of the preterite tense (after having removed the preterite ending):

 

ar verbs: -ara/-ase, -aras/-ases, -ara/-ase, -áramos/-ásemos, -arais/-aseis, -aran/-asen

er/ir verbs:-iera/-iese, -ieras/-ieses, -iera/-iese, -iéramos/-iésemos, -ierais/ieseis, -ieran/-iesen 

 

For example: hablar (to speak)

 

1) The ellos/ellas/Uds. form of the preterite is hablaron.

 

2) Remove the preterite ending -aron.

 

3) Add the past subjunctive endings:

 

hablara, hablaras, hablara, habláramos, hablarais, hablaran
 

or

 

hablase, hablases, hablase, hablásemos, hablaseis, hablasen
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