Los Mandatos en Español
(Commands in Spanish)

In Spanish all commands will have three* forms:

1) tú - you (familiar)

2) usted/Ud. - you (formal)

3) ustedes/Uds. - you (plural)

*In Spain there are four forms (vosotros).

The tú form of regular affirmative commands will be the same as the third person singular form (él/ella/usted) of the present tense. For example:

Habla. - He/She speaks.

¡Habla! - Speak! (tú form command)

Many verbs which have an irregular g in the yo form of the present tense also have irregular affirmative tú forms*:
decir -    di       (Say!/Tell!)

hacer -   haz    (Do!/Make!)

ir -         ve       (Go!)

poner -  pon     (Put!)

salir -    sal      (Leave!/Go out!)

ser -      sé        (Be!)

tener -   ten      (Have!)

venir -  ven      (Come!)

*The verbs ir and ser do not have an irregular g in the yo form in the present tense, and the verbs traer and caer have  an irregular g in their respective yo forms in the present tense but do not have irregular tú commands.
Negative tú commands as well as affirmative and negative commands for usted and ustedes will be identical to the present subjunctive forms. These forms use the yo form for their stem and therefore some of these stems contain a g which is not found in the infinitive.

AR verbs use the following  endings: -es, -e, -en.

ER/IR verbs use the following endings: -as, -a, -an.

                                AR

          Affirmative            Negative
tú       ¡Habla!                   ¡No hables!

Ud.    ¡Hable!                   ¡No hable!

Uds.  ¡Hablen!                  ¡No hablen!

                               ER/IR
          Affirmative              Negative
tú       ¡Come!                     ¡No comas!

Ud.    ¡Coma!                     ¡No coma!

Uds.  ¡Coman!                   ¡No coman!

Notice how only the tú forms differ from the affirmative to the negative.

The following chart shows the main irregular commands which include irregular affirmative tú commands as well as  command forms with a g in their respective stems which is not found in the infinitive as well as the irregular verbs dar*, ser and ir:

*The verb dar is irregular only because it has a written accent mark on its usted form.

                    Affirmative                                                       Negative
TÚ

UD.

UDS.

   TÚ

  UD.

 UDS.
da

dé  

den

no des
no dé 

no den
di 

diga 

digan

no digas 
no diga    
no digan
haz 

haga 

hagan

no hagas 
no haga 
no hagan
ve 

vaya 

vayan          no vayas
no vaya 
no vayan
pon 

ponga 
pongan        no pongas 
no ponga 
no pongan
sal 

salga 

salgan          no salgas 
no salga
no salgan
sé 

sea 

sean     
no seas
no sea
no sean
ten

tenga

tengan          no tengas 
no tenga 
no tengan
ven

venga 
vengan
no vengas
no venga
no vengan
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