The present progressive in Spanish is the equivalent of the to be + verb + ing construction in English. For example, instead of saying "I eat", we can say "I am eating". Verb forms which end in -ing are known as gerunds or present participles. The present progressive is used in Spanish to emphasize that an action is currently in progress and is not used as frequently as the same construction in English. Remember that in Spanish, the simple present tense is often used when we would use the present progressive in English. For example, "yo voy" can translate either "I go" or "I'm going" in English.

 

In Spanish, the present progressive is formed by using a conjugated form of the verb estar in the present tense plus the present participle. The past progressive is formed by using a conjugated form of the verb estar in the imperfect tense plus the present participle.

 

present tense
estoy   estamos

estás   estáis

está    están

 

imperfect tense
estaba    estábamos

estabas   estabais

estaba    estaban
 

Present participles are formed by adding -ando to the stem of AR verbs and -iendo to the stem of ER and IR verbs. For example:

 

Yo estoy trabajando. - I am working. (AR verb)

Yo estaba trabajando. - I was working. (AR verb)

 

Nosotros estamos comiendo. - We are eating. (ER verb)

Nosotros estábamos comiendo. - We were eating. (ER verb)

 

Él está escribiendo. - He is writing. (IR verb)

Él estaba escribiendo. - He was writing. (IR verb)

 

  

The following verbs have irregular present participles:
creer (to believe)


creyendo
ir (to go)



yendo
leer (to read)



leyendo
oír (to hear)



oyendo
traer (to bring)



trayendo
decir (to say, to tell)


diciendo
dormir (to sleep)


durmiendo
morir (to die)



muriendo

pedir (to ask for, order)

pidiendo
servir (to serve)


sirviendo
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