The following verbs have irregular endings and/or stems in the preterite tense and have no accent marks on any form:

 

tener (to have): tuve, tuviste, tuvo, tuvimos, tuvisteis, tuvieron

estar (to be): estuve, estuviste, estuvo, estuvimos, estuvisteis, estuvieron

andar (to walk, to go, to ride): anduve, anduviste, anduvo, anduvimos, andivisteis, anduvieron

venir (to come): vine, viniste, vino, vinimos, vinisteis, vinieron

querer (to want): quise, quisiste, quiso, quisimos, quisisteis, quisieron

hacer (to do, to make): hice, hiciste, hizo, hicimos, hicisteis, hicieron

poder (to be able, can): pude, pudiste, pudo, pudimos, pudisteis, pudieron

poner (to put): puse, pusiste, puso, pusimos, pusisteis, pusieron

saber (to know): supe, supiste, supo, supimos, supisteis, supieron

caber (to fit): cupe, cupiste, cupo, cupimos, cupisteis, cupieron

 

 

The following verbs are conjugated like the verb decir (to say, to tell):

 

decir: dije, dijiste, dijo, dijimos, dijisteis, dijeron
 

conducir - to conduct, to lead, to drive (conduje, etc.)

producir - to produce (produje, etc.)
seducir - to seduce (seduje, etc.)
traducir - to translate (traduje, etc.)

traer - to bring (traje, etc.)

 

 
The verbs dar and ver have similar forms. The verb ver is only irregular because it has no accent marks:

 

dar (to give): di, diste, dio, dimos, disteis, dieron

ver (to see): vi, viste, vio, vimos, visteis, vieron

 

 

 The verbs ir (to go) and ser (to be) have the same verb forms in the preterite tense. This sharing of forms occurs with no other verbs and in no other tense/mood with these two verbs:
 

fui - I was, I went

fuiste - you were, you went

fue* - he/she was, he/she went, you were, you went (formal)

fuimos - we were, we went

fuisteis - you all were, you all went (Spain)

fueron - they were, they went

            you all were, you all went

 

*fue is the only third person singular form in the preterite tense that does not end with an o
 

 The verbs dormir (to sleep)  and morir (to die) have an o to u stem change that occurs on forms 3 and 6 only. Since the shaded portion of these two verb forms resembles a sandal, verbs that have these type of changes are sometimes referred to as sandal verbs:

 

dormí    dormimos

dormiste dormisteis

durmió   durmieron
 

morí    morimos

moriste moristeis

murió  murieron
 

 

 

The following verbs have an e to i stem change on forms 3 and 6 like the verb servir (to serve):

 

serví    servimos

serviste servisteis
sirvió   sirvieron 

 

pedir - to ask for, to request, to order food/drink

preferir - to prefer

repetir - to repeat

competir - to compete

seguir - to follow, to continue

conseguir - to get, to obtain

perseguir - to chase, to persecute, to harass

sugerir - to suggest

despedirse - to say goodbye

sentir(se) - to feel

vestir(se) - to dress, to get dressed, to dress oneself 
 

 

Verbs which end with -car, -gar and -zar use regular AR endings but also have a spelling change with occurs on the yo form only:

 

c to qu
buscar (busqué - l looked for)

explicar (expliqué - I explained)

practicar (practiqué - I practiced)

sacar (saqué - I took/I took out)

tocar (toqué - I played [music])

 

g to gu
jugar (jugué - I played [sports])

llegar (llegué - I arrived)

pagar (pagué (I paid/I paid for)

 

z to c
almorzar (almorcé - I ate lunch/I had lunch)

comenzar (comencé - I started/I began)

empezar (empecé - I started/I began)

cruzar (crucé - I crossed)

 

 

 

The follow three verbs have accent marks* on every form except for form number six and have an i to y spelling change on forms three and six:

 

oír (to hear)

oí     oímos

oíste  oísteis

oyó    oyeron
 

leer (to read)

leí     leímos

leíste  leísteis

leyó    leyeron
 

creer (to believe)

creí     creímos

creíste  creísteis

creyó   creyeron
 

*The accent mark on form number three is on the o and not the i as in the other three forms.

 

 

 

 © David S. Luton  2008 
