Answering yes/no Questions in Spanish

In English, when the words yes or no begin a sentence, they are generally followed by a comma, for example:

 

Yes, I speak Spanish.

 

No, I don't speak Spanish.

 

Likewise in Spanish, the words sí and no are followed by a comma when they begin a sentence. However, if the word no is not followed by a comma, it does not mean no as in English but rather not or don't. For example:

 

No, no hablo español. (No, I don't speak Spanish)

 

Notice that the first no which is followed by a comma means no whereas the second no which is not followed by a comma means don't. Be careful not to place a comma after the word no when it means don't because you should only place a comma after it when it means no as in English. Using an unnecessary comma can change the meaning of the whole sentence! Look at the following two examples:

 

No hablo español. (I don't speak Spanish.)

 

No, hablo español. (No, I speak Spanish.)

 

If someone asked you, "¿Estudias español?" (Do you study Spanish?), you could either answer:

 

Sí, estudio español. (Yes, I study Spanish.)

 

or you could answer:

 

No, no estudio español. (No, I don't study Spanish.)

 

or you could anwer:

 

No, estudio francés. (No, I study French.)
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