Forming yes/no Questions in Spanish

A yes/no question is a question that can be logically answered with either yes or no. Some questions are not yes/no questions. For example, the question ¿Cómo estás? (How are you?) is not a yes/no question because it cannot be answered logically with either yes or no. An example of a yes/no question would be the question ¿Ella toca el piano? (Does she play the piano?) because a person would have to answer either "Yes, she plays the piano." or "No, she doesn't play the piano.".

 

In Spanish, there are three ways to form a yes/no question:

 

1) Put question marks around a statement and change the tone of your voice to make the statement sound like a question. For example:

 

Ella toca el piano. (She plays the piano.) This is a statement.
 

However, "¿Ella toca el piano?" becomes a question when you add question marks and change the tone of your voice.

 

 

2) Place the subject after verb, add question marks and change the tone of your voice. For example:

 

¿Toca ella el piano?  or    ¿Toca el piano ella? (The subject is now placed after the verb.)

 

3) Use a statement followed with a comma and any of these three confirmation tags:

 

¿verdad? (truth?)

¿no? (no?)

¿no es cierto? (isn't that so?/isnt' that true?)

 

 

 

Ella toca el piano, ¿verdad? (She plays the piano, doesn't she?)

 

Ella no toca el piano, ¿verdad? (She doesn't play the piano, does she?)

 

Ella toca el piano, ¿no?/Ella toca el piano, ¿no es cierto? - 

(She plays the piano, isn't that right?) - These last two options should only be used with affirmative sentences.
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