Vowels in Spanish
a - like ah or father (e.g. taco)

e - like cafe or they (tres)

i - like police, machine, marine (chico) [ee as in feet]
o - like go (bola)

u - like rude (música) [oo as in boo]

a - "Ah!"

e - "Hey!"

i - "Police!"

o - "Oh!"

u - "Boo!"

¡A, E, I, O, U! ¡El burro sabe más que tú! 

                         (The donkey knows more than you!)
y - The consonant y has the same sound as the vowel

      i.  (As a word, y = and) When followed by a
      vowel it is pronounced like the y in yes.

The following consonants in Spanish have (more or less) the same sound as in English:                           

d, f, l, m, n, p, t
The following consonants can have different sounds:

h - The letter h is always silent. (hola)
j - The letter j sounds like an h in English. (jalapeño)
b/v - These two consonants have the same sound
         usually closer to b as in boy. (bota, vota)
s/z* - These two consonants have the same sound.

         Always an ss sound as in class, never a z sound
         as in phrase [frāz]. (casa, caza, Gómez)
rr - A rolled r sound when doubled or at beginning

      of word. arroz (doubled)  rana (beginning word)

ll - like y as in yes (ella, ellos, ellas, tortilla)
ñ - like ny as in canyon (año, mañana)

c - If followed by a, o, u; a k sound like kick.
      (calle, costa, culebra)

     If follwed by e or i; a ss sound like class.**
      (cebolla, cigarro, trece, gracias)
ci/si - Both of these combinations are pronounced the

           same. (like see in English)***
ce/se - Both of these combinations are pronounced

            the same. (like say in English)***
g - If followed by a, o, u; a hard g as in go.
      (ganas, gol, Guzmán)

     If followed by e or i; an h sound as in hat.

      (general, gitano, Gerardo, Gilberto)

ge/je - Both of these combinations are pronounced

            the same. (like hey in English)

gi/ji - Both of these combinations are pronounced

          the same. (like he in English)

gü - like gw as in Gwen. (vergüenza, pingüino)

ch - always like choose; never like ache

gue/gui - a hard g sound as in go; the u is silent
                (guerra, Miguel; guitarra, Guinea)

güe/güi - a hard g sound pronounced with the u; the

                equivalent of gw in English (güero/pingüino)

que - like Kay in English; a hard k sound; u is
          silent;       Never like que in English! 

          (¿Qué?, Enrique)

qui - like key in English; a hard k sound; u is

         silent;      Never like qui in English!

         (¿Quién?, aquí)

cu - has a coo sound as in coo-coo when it is
        not followed by a vowel (cuna, culebra)

cu - has a qu sound as in English if followed by the
       vowels a, e, i, o   (cuatro, cuero, cuidar, cuota)

x - 1) like x in English (extra, ex-presidente)

     2) like h in English; This is an archaic Spanish

           pronunciation mainly used in some names

           of people or places in Mexico (for example:

           México; Xavier; in other countries these may
           be spelled "Méjico" and "Javier"

     3) like an s with some speakers (extraño)

k - a hard k sound like kick; rarely used in Spanish;

      mainly used in words of foreign origin (kilo)

w - like w in English or b/v in Spanish; rarely used

       in Spanish; mainly used in words of foreign

       origin(el water -  toilet in some countries)
Spanish Letter Combo    English Word Equivalent
ba/va




bah (Bah! Humbug!)

bai/vai




by/buy

be/bei




bay

bi/vi




bee

bo/vo




bow (as in bow and arrow)

boi/boy/voi/voy


boy

bu/vu




boo (Boo!)

blu





blue

ce/se***




say

ci/si***




see/sea

co





co- (co-worker)

coi/coy




coy

cu





coo (The dove goes "coo")

dai/day




die/dye
de





day

di





Dee

do





doe/dough

du





do (How do you do?)
fe





Fay

fi





fee

fo





foe

ge/je




hey

gi/ji





he

go





go

gu





goo

gue 





gay

guis





geese
ja





ha (Ha!/Ha!)

jo





hoe

ju





who?

le





lay

li





Lee

lo





lo (Lo and behold!)

lu





Lou

me





may

mi





me

mo





Moe/Mo'

mu





moo

ne





nay

ni





knee

no





no

pe





pay

pi





pee

po





Poe

pu





pooh (Winnie the Pooh)

re





ray

ri





re- (re-write)

ro





row (row the boat)

ru





rue (You'll rue the day!)

so/zo***



so
su/zu***



Sue

ti





tea

to





toe

tu





to/too/two

*In Spain, a z will sound like the letters th in the 

  English word thin. (not like th as in they - which

  represents a slightly different sound)

 In Spain, the letter s will sometimes (but not always) 

 resemble the sh sound as in the English word share)

**In Spain, this will have exact same sound as the

    letter z (th as in thin)

***These two will have a different pronunciations in
       Spain:

se - like say in English

ce - similar to they in English (but th as in thin)

si - like sea or see in English

ci - similar to thee in English (but th as in thin)

so - like so in English

zo - similar to though in English (but th as in thin)

su - like sue in English

zu - similar to through/threw in English (minus the r)
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