It doesn't mean what you think !

Word/Expression
UK


US
beaker


plastic cup or mug
test-tube like container used by scientists

beggar


undesirable person
person who begs

billion


million million
thousand million

biscuit


cookie (US)

similar to a British scone

Blow me!

exclamation of surprise
pornographic command or insult

blow off

fart/pass gas

ignore/reject/rebuff

boob tube

tube top (US)

television set

bothered

worried, concerned
annoyed, irritated (also worried, concerned)


bum


read end

vagabond/worthless or lazy person

bureau


secretary desk (US)
chest of drawers (UK)

braces


suspenders (US)
brace for teeth (UK)

carnival

parade (US)

fair (both fair and carnival are used)

casket


small ornamental box
coffin

chemist

pharmacist (US)
person who works in the field of chemistry

the chemist

drugstore/pharmacy (US)
─

chips


french fries (US)
crisps (UK)

clever


intelligent, sensible,
astute/devious/cunning

college


prep or vocational school
type of university




physically fit/well


concessions

discount tickets
refreshments for sporting events





          

e.g. concessions stand = snack bar

corn field

oat/wheat field (US)
maize field (UK)

cot


crib (US)

camp-bed (UK)

consultant

high-ranking

a person who does consulting (especially




medical specialist
business-related) for a living

cranky


eccentric

irritable

crockery

plates and dishes
earthenware pots

cutlery


eating utensils

knives

cut up


feel upset

fool around

daddy long-legs
crane fly (US)

this name applies to two different arachnids







(one is a spider and the other isn't)

dear


expensive

precious/cherished/beloved

decorate

painting and 

adding decor usually involving




wall-papering

things like curtains, wall paintings, etc.

diary


agenda/appointment
personal journal




book/personal journal


dormitory

room used for sleeping
living quarters for university students
dresser


display cabinet
chest of drawers




for china (dishes)

dry goods

foodstuffs

fabrics and clothing

duff


worthless, junk, trash
a person's rear end e.g. Get off your duff!
dumb


mute


stupid/foolish

dummy

pacifier (US)

a fool/idiot




shop window mannequin
an artificial person used for medical or research purposes

English muffin
non-existent

similar to a British crumpet


entree


starter/hors d'œuvre
main course/dish

Word/Expression
UK


US
fag


cigarette

male homosexual

faggot


meatball dish

male homosexual/effeminate person

fanny


vagina


a person's rear end

fight


a physical confrontation
a confrontation (either physical or verbal)

flog


sell worthless goods
whip (i.e. with a whip)

fruity


frisky, in the mood
having to do with male homosexuals







a fruit = a homosexual or effeminate male

garden


yard/lawn (US)
a cultivated area for plants

graft 


hard, manual labor
unscrupulous financial gain

green card

motorists' foreign insurance
permanent resident card

gum


glue (US)

chewing gum (UK)

holiday

vacation (US)

bank holiday (UK)

homely

homey (US)

plain or ugly

hooker


type of rugby player
prostitute

hooter


horn/nose

a woman's breast 







(e.g. the restaurant "Hooters")

in the event

in the end

in case/in the case of (e.g. in the event of a flood)

jelly


Jell-O (US)

jam (UK)

jock


Scot


athlete

jug


pitcher (US)

liquid container usually having a top/stopper

knickers

panties
(US)

knee-length trousers

knock up

to wake someone up
to get someone pregnant

leery


sly


wary

lemonade

lemon/lime soda (US)
real lemon juice with sugar

loft


attic (US)

open, elevated area of a room

luminary

leader in a subject
type of candle/light

mad


insane/crazy

angry

marquee

outdoor tent for parties  illuminated promotional sign


mean


stingy/not generous
nasty (UK)

momentarily

for a short period
after a short period of time




of time

muck


dirt (US)

sludge/mud (something wet)

mug


gullible person
face (for example "mug shot" = police photo)







large drinking cup

mum


mom (US)

silent/reticent

mummy

mommy (US)

what they have in Egypt (yikes!)

mutt


dog in general (slang)
mongrel/undesirable dog

nasty


mean (US)

disgusting or "naughty" (i.e. sexually)







(e.g. to do the nasty = to have sex)

nervy


nervous

impudent

no question

out of the question (US)
no doubt

odd


strange or occasional
strange

off-colour

pale/ill-looking
inappropriate (as in an "off-color joke")

outhouse

shed near a house
outdoor toilet (esp. in the country in former 






times - the term outhouse is not generally 







used to refer to modern portable toilets 







which are sometimes referred to as "Johnny 







on the spot" [john = toilet]

Word/Expression
UK


US
pants


underwear

trousers (UK)

pickle


relish (US)

gherkin/pickled cucumber (UK)

pissed


drunk


very angry

pantomime

Christmas theatrical 
show performed by a mime artist




performance

pavement

sidewalk (US)

road surface

porch


covered entrance
verandah (UK)




walkway

pot plant

house plant

marijuana plant

pound sign

£ (pound sterling)
# (meaning number)

presently

in a short time

currently

proctor


disciplinary officer
someone who supervises an exam




at a university

publican

pub owner

tax collector as in the New Testament

pumps


canvas sneakers
ladies' dress shoes

purse


female wallet

hand bag (UK)


randy


horny (US)

a male name (short for Randall)

ratty


irritable

shabby

ring up


to phone

to charge a customer at a cash register

rubber


rubber eraser (US)
condom/prophylactic

scheme(noun)

plan/program/outing
devious plot/scam/trickery/swindle

scheme (verb)

to plan deviously
to plan deviously

schemer

one who plans deviously
one who plans deviously


school


institute for children 
any learning institute

send off

take off/satire (US)
a formal event for saying goodbye/good luck

shingles

beach pebbles

roof tiles

sick*


nauseous/queasy
queasy or generally ill

skivvies

maids (cleaning persons)
underware (slang)

slate (verb)

to criticize

to put on an agenda

slot machine

vending machine
gambling machine

smart


chic, attractive

intelligent, sensible (also "to hurt" as a verb)

snifter


small alcoholic drink
brandy glass

snookered

trapped

conned

social security

welfare/the dole
government pension for retirees

solicitor

an attorney (US)
vender/sales person (the type who call you







on the phone or who go door to door)

solitaire

board game with pegs
card game played by one person

spunk


semen/sperm

energy and/or courage

spunky


related to semen/sperm
having energy and/or courage

squash


fruit drink or squash
squash (i.e. the gourd-like plant)

stop


stop or stay

stop

surgery

doctor's or politician's 
a medical operation




office or office hours


suspenders

stocking support straps
trouser support straps



table


consider for discussion
consider not worthy of discussion until a later time

tarmac


any road w/ asphalt surface
only used for asphalt surface of an airport

tick off


reprimand

annoy/anger

Word/Expression
UK


US
tip


a dump/to dump
money given for good service




piece of advice/money given,etc
a  piece of advice

tights


panty hose (US)
tight fitting leggings

tuition


tutoring/teaching
university fees

tutor


teacher/instructor
a person (teacher or fellow student)




trainer/adviser

who gives one-on-one instruction or







help with an academic subject

twister


swindler

tornado

undertaking

promise/assurance
job/project

venue


place, site

location of a trial by jury (less frequently to







mean place or site) 

vest


undershirt/sleeveless garment
waistcoat (UK)

vet


veterinarian only
veterinarian or veteran of U.S. military

video


videotape/tape player
videotape (tapeplayer is called VCR)

waffle


talk endlessly, gab
to flipflop with decisions

warden


head of hospital,
head of a prison




college or YMCA

wash up

wash/do the dishes (US)    wash one's face, hands, etc.

white goods

appliances (US)
linens

wild


angry


unruly, boisterous, crazy

yard


paved area

lawn/garden (UK)

* The expression "to be sick" means "to vomit" in the U.K.; apparently the expression "to throw up" isn't used as frequently in the U.K. as it is in the U.S. ("to get sick" can also mean "to vomit" in the U.S. depending on the context).

