Holidaying (vacationing)

holiday - vacation

bank holiday - holiday

camp site - campground or camping site

inn - a pub that offers accommodations

seaside - to the ocean, to the sea, to the beach

theme park - amusement park (we use both; Brits only use the former)

tripper - a person who takes a short trip for pleasure

Entertainment/Celebrations/Recreation/Television

advert - commercial (short for advertisement)

Auntie/The Beeb (from "Auntie Beeb") - affectionate name for the BBC (Britain's main tv network)

autocue - teleprompter

big wheel - ferris wheel

busker - street musician

candy floss - cotton candy

carnival - parade

catapult - slingshop

chatshow - a show involving entertaining interviews, etc.

Christmas crackers - similar to what we would call party poppers; one person pulls each end, and then there is a pop, and then a party hat, small gift and joke fall out

cinema - what we call the movie theater or movies in general

concession - discount tickets

dirty weekend - a weekend get-away for the purpose of having undisturbed, non-stop sex

drinking up time - the 20 minutes allowed to finish drinking alcoholic beverages once the bar closing has been announced (after 20 minutes, further drinking is considered illegal)-note: 24 hour drinking is technically legal in Britain now, but only in bars with the correct licence, so it’s worth checking if you are planning a late night out.

dodgem cars - bumper cars

dumbed down - a term which sometimes refers to poor quality television programming

Eurovision Song Contest - similar to American Idol but where different countries compete against each other

fair - fair/carnival

fairy lights - Christmas lights

fancy dress party/fancy dress do - costume party  (fancy dress = costume)

fete/fête - a summer fair/carnival usually sponsored by school, church or charity for the purpose of raising funds (pronounced like the word fate)

film - this term is preferred over movie
fringe - the equivalent of an off-Broadway show (also "bangs" on someone's forehead)

fruit machine - slot machine (for gambling)

fun fair - traveling carnival

gallery - the top balcony of a theater, but lower than what Brits call “the gods”

gods - see the gods below

quiz - quiz show

Happy Christmas - Merry Christmas

hols - short for holidays (i.e. vacations in Yankee parlance)

hen night - bachelorette's party

licence fee - basic fee for receiving BBC tv channels; cable/satellite channels costs extra

lock -in - an illegal drinking session in a pub after closing, when drinking is technically illegal; in such cases, the drinkers are considered the pub owner´s ‘guests’ and not patrons, even though they often pay the owner something in advance which is strickly ‘under the table’, so to speak (see ‘drinking up time’)

merry-go-round - carousel/merry-go-round

paddle - to wade in water (for pleasure, e.g. at the beach)

pictures - an old-fashion word for the cinema, what we call the movies
pantomime - light-hearted dramas containing ad-lib, music and dancing which are popular during Christmas and New Years and which, despite the name, don't actually involve mime.

programme - this term is perhaps used more in British English than in its American counterpart to refer to what we Yanks would call a “show”

stag night - bachelor's party

stalls - seats on the floor of a theater as opposed to the balcony

switchback/big dipper - roller coaster

tabloid television - tv shows that deal with scandal and gossip of the rich and famous

tannoys - loud speakers (a brand name)

the gods - the upper  balcony of a theater (so-called because you are up there in heaven, so to speak - what was traditionally called “the peanut gallery” in the U.S. and  which contains higher and cheaper seats than what Brit's merely call the “gallery”)

toffee apples - candy apple/caramel apple

tv licence - what you need to legally watch tv (see licence fee)

watershed - the time in the evening after which there are fewer restrictions on tv content (usually after 9:00 or 9:30 p.m.)

