The English Word military
I want to tell you something about the English word military. It has two meanings:

 

1) the military* = las fuerzas armadas (noun/sustantivo)

 

2) military = militar (adjective/adjetivo)

 

soldier/member of the military/a person in the military = militar (la persona)

 

Please note that "militar" is not an English word (only "military" with the letter y). Also, the English word "military" cannot be used to refer to a person as a noun the way it can in Spanish. For that purpose you must say "soldier" or "member of the military" or "a person in the military", etc. For example:

 

Spanish: pareces como un militar

English: you seem like a person in the military

              you seem like a soldier**

The English word military can be used as an adjective when referring to people, but not as a noun. For example:

correct: He is military. [adjective](In other words, he is a member of the armed forces.)

correct: They are military. [adjective] (In other words, they are members of the armed forces or a family whose mother or father is in the military.)

incorrect: He is a military. (Correct: He is a soldier./He is a member of the military.)

incorrect: He is the military. (Correct: He is the soldier. [e.g. the one I was referring to])

*In the U.S. there are four branches of the military (or armed forces):

1) Army (el Ejército)

2) Navy (la Armada/la Marina)

3) Marines (los Marines/los Infantes de la Marina)

4) Air Force (la Fuerza Aérea)

The Marines work in cooperation with the Navy (the Navy transports them) and the Air Force works in cooperation with the Army. 

In addition to the Air Force, the Army, Navy and Marines also have their own airplanes and pilots.

The Marines are considered the "elite" branch of the military and for that reason do not have their own special elite forces.

The other three branches of the military have their own special elite forces:

Army - The Green Berets/Delta Force/The Army Rangers

Navy - The Navy Seals

Air Force - The Special Operations Wing

**In English, the word soldier refers to a person who fights/has fought in combat (or has trained to fight in combat). This term is normally used with members of the Army or Marines (and is generally not used with members of the Navy and Air Force).
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