Verb Forms and Constructions

trabajo - I work./I'm working

 

no trabajo - I don't work/I'm not working

 

estoy trabajando - I'm working (at this moment or on a regular basis)

 

trabajé - I worked (completed action or for a definite time period)

 

trabajaba - I was working/I used to work/I would work (habitually/on a regular basis)

 

no trabajé - I didn't work

no trabajaba - I wasn't working/I didn't used to work

 

voy a trabajar - I'm going to work

 

trabajaré - I will work

 

trabajaría - I would work (conditional - not in the past)

 

he trabajado - I have worked

 

había trabajado - I had worked (or more rarely hube trabajado)

 

estaba trabajando/estuve trabajando - I was working (act in progress)

 

estaré trabajando - I will be working

 

trabajaba/solía trabajar - I used to work (previously, but not anymore)

 

debo trabajar/debería trabajar - I should work/I ought to work/I must work

 

tengo que trabajar - I have to work/I must work

 

he estado trabajando - I have been working

 

había estado trabajando - I had been working

 

habré trabajado - I will have worked

 

habré estado trabajando - I will have been working

 

habría trabajado - I would have worked

 

habría estado trabajando - I would have been working

 

¡Trabaja! - Work! (tú)

¡No trabajes! - Don't work! (tú)

 ¡Trabaje! - Work! (usted)

¡No trabaje! - Don't work! (usted)

¡Trabajen! - Work! (ustedes)

¡No trabajen! - Don't work! (ustedes)

¡Trabajad! - Work! (vosotros - only in Spain)

¡No trabajéis! - Don't work! (vosotros – only in Spain)

 

¡Vamos a trabajar!/¡Trabajemos! - Let's work!

 ¡No vamos a trabajar!/¡No trabajemos! - Let's not work.

Commands using the pronoun nosotros (we):

These command forms are the equivalent of Let’s…! in English. For example:

¡Comamos! – Let’s eat!    ¡No comamos! – Let’s not eat!

A verb’s nosotros command form will always be the same as its nosotros form in

the present subjunctive.

For the affirmative nosotros command form of reflexive verbs (like sentarse – to sit down), you must add an accent mark on the stressed syllable and drop the s from the        -amos or-emos ending before adding the reflexive pronoun nos. For example:

¡Sentémonos! – Let’s sit down!     ¡No nos sentemos! – Let’s not sit down!

¡Vámonos! - Let’s leave! (irregular because it doesn’t use the pres. subjun. form vayamos)

Commands using the pronoun vosotros (you plural familiar in Spain)

Affirmative: Replace the final r of the infinitive with d. For example:

hablar(hablad
Negative: Use the present subjuntive form of vosotros.

Reflexive Affirmative: Drop the final d before adding the reflexive pronoun os.            For example: ¡Sentaos! – Sit down!    ¡No os sentéis! – Don’t sit down!

