     Here are some examples of uses of the conditional mood in both Italian and English:

 

Io sarei felice se tu studiassi di più. - I would be happy if you studied more.

 

Se fossi più giovane, la sposerei. - If I were younger, I'd [I would] marry her.

 

I'd = I would (and other times "I had")

 

Se fossi stato più giovane, la avrei sposata. - If I had been younger, I would 

                                                                    have married her.

 

Se avessi piú tempo, vedrei tutti i film de Pasolini. - 

If I had more time, I would see all of Pasolini's films.

 

Se avesse avuto più tempo, avrei visto tutti i film de Pasolini.

If I had had more time, I would have seen all of Pasolini's films.

 

Se tu non fossi tanto pigro, avresti già finito la relazione.

If you weren't so lazy, you would have finished your paper already.

 

Se tu non fossi stato tanto pigro, avresti già finito la relazione. - 

If you hadn't been so lazy, you would have finished your paper already.

 

 

The Helping Verbs Can/May/Might
 

Normal verb forms in the present tense usually end with the letter s in their respective he/she/it forms. For example:

 

I eat, you eat, he/she/it eats, we eat, they eat

 

However, this is not true of helping verbs such as can, may and might. For example:

 

incorrect: he cans go

correct: he can go

 

incorrect: he mays go

correct: he may go

 

incorrect: he mights go

correct: he might go
 

The helping verb can indicates potential and/or ability. For example:

 

he can go = he is able to go (lui può andare)

 

The helping verbs may and might can both indicate possibility, but nothing certain.

For example:

 

he may go/he might go (possibly, but not definitely)

 

The helping verb may can also indicate permission. For example:

 

May I smoke? (i.e. Do I have your permission to smoke?)

 

Yes, you may. (i.e. Yes, you have my permission.)

 

 

 

