Travel and Transport

A roads - main highways

B roads - smaller, narrower roads

C roads - narrow, country roads also called "lanes"

AA/RAC - similar to AAA
aerial - antenna

aeroplane - airplane

amber - used instead of "yellow" when referring to the warning light of a traffic light

articulated lorry - semi/tractor-trailer

banger - jalopy/an old car (also slang for sausage)

belisha beacons - orange flashing lights at both sides of a zebra crossing
bonnet - hood

boot - trunk

booze cruise - trip for the purpose of procuring cheap liquor (for example, in France)

bump start - push start (for cars with manual transmitions)

cab - another word for taxi, especially in London

call - stop (trains/buses make calls not stops)

cabriolet - convertible

caravan - mobile home towed by car usually for vacation purposes

static caravan/static - same as caravan but larger and usually not mobile

carpark - parking lot   multi-storey carpark - parking garage (sometimes called simply "multi-storey)

case - short for "suitcase"

cat's eyes - road reflectors

central reservation - median strip

chippings - gravel/small stones

circus - open space or circle with several streets converging on it

crash - wreck

cul-de-sac - dead end

de-mister - defroster

diversion - detour

done for speeding - fined/ticketed for speeding

double yellow lines - no parking zone

drink driving - drunk driving

drunk in charge - DWI (not called DIC for obvious reasons!)

dual carriageway - highway divided by median with at least two lanes in both directions

due care and attention - a general purpose driving violation covering various sins

estate car - station wagon

excess - deductible when it comes to car insurance

filter - turning lane  to filter - to turn in such a lane   filter light - turning light/turning arrow

fire engine - fire truck

flat battery - dead battery

flyover - overpass

ford - low water crossing

full beam - high beam  dipped - dimmed for on-coming traffic

foglights/spotlights - extra-strong headlights (foglights may also refer to red tail-lights)

gallon - 1.25 American gallons

gearstick - stickshift/gearshift

give way - yield the right of way

glove box - glove compartment

hand brake - emergency brake

head lamp - another word for "head light"

HGV/LGV - large trucks/semis (heavy goods vehicles/large goods vehicles)

hire car - rental car

hoarding - billboard

hooter - horn (this also means "nose")

indicator - blinker/turn-signal

crossroads - intersection

jam sandwich - a motorway police car

juggernaut - an 18 wheeler or any large truck

jump the lights - run a red light

junction - off-ramp/on-ramp

lay-by - roadside parking spaces or pull-offs for temporary stopping (usually without rest rooms)

level crossing - railway/railroad crossing

lights - little triangular-shaped windows found on some cars

lorry - truck

manual - car with manual transmission

motorway - freeway

mudguard/wing - fender

near-side lane - slow lane

number plate - license plate

overtake - to pass (as in "to pass another car")

pedestrian island/refuge - safe half-way points for crossing

pelican crossing - pedestrian activated light crossing (pelican = Pedestrian Light-Controlled)

penny farthing - name for those old bicycles with a big wheel in the front and a small one the back

petrol - gasoline

prang - damage to car due to accident but less serious than being totaled

public convenience/toilet - rest room

red route - special lanes marked by red lines where parking is definitely not allowed

removal van - moving van

repeaters - signal lights found on the sides of British cars

rest area/services- same as "lay-by" but with restrooms

reverse - to back up/put the car in reverse

"road works" - "men at work"

roof - the top of a convertible

roof-rack - luggage-rack

saloon - sedan (i.e. not a station wagon)

"set down only" - temporary parking space for load/unloading only (people or things)

silencer - muffler

sleeping policeman - speed bump

slip road - entry or exit ramp/acceleration or deceleration lane as part of an exit

spanner - a wrench

subway - underpass/underground pedestrian passage (e.g. for crossing under a highway)

tailback - "bumper to bumper"

tarmac road - any road which is paved with asphalt rather than concrete

tick over - to idle

timetable - schedule

ton - a hundred miles per hour

torch - flashlight

traffic wardens - traffic cops

transporter - large truck that transports cars

turn - to turn/to make a turn (the British never make a turn)

turning - turn (as a noun)

tyre - tire

traffic island/roundabout - traffic circle

( a magic roundabout is traffic circle where traffic travels in both directions) 

unmade road - dirt road/gravel road

verge - shoulder (sometimes also called "hard shoulder/emergency lane" or "soft shoulder")

wind down a window - to roll down a window

windscreen - windshield

windscreen wipers - windshield wipers

write-off - totaled

zebra crossing - pedestrian crossing (so-named for the black and white stripes on the road which indicate this)

Public Transport (what we call “public transportation”)

booking office - place to buy train tickets

buffet - small café at train station

buffet car - small café on train car

cattle class - another way of saying “economy class” (coach) for air travel

Channel Tunnel/Chunnel - underwater tunnel that connects England and France

coach - buses for long trips as opposed to inner-city trips

economy/second/standard class - “coach” when traveling by air or train

halt - whistle stop

Mind the gap! - Watch your step! (frequently heard when exiting a train/subway)

railway - railroad

return ticket - roundtrip ticket

single ticket - one-way ticket 

timetable - schedule

trolley service - snacks and drink service available on trains

the Tube - colloquial name for London's subway (also called the London Underground)

underground - subway

way out - exit

