Food and Drink

afters/pudding/sweet/dessert - dessert

ale - a dark brew similar to beer and usually served at room temperature; traditional British ale is also commonly known as bitter. (generally speaking sometimes used to refer to any type of brew: e.g. Let's go have a few ales, mate!)

aubergine - eggplant

bacon - similar to Canadian bacon or thin-sliced breakfast ham

bangers - a colloquial term for sausages

bangers and mash - sausages and mashed potatoes

bap - a type of roll (also a hamburger bun)

bar of chocolate - candy bar

beefburger - hamburger

beer mat - paper coaster for a beer

beetroot - beet

best - a fine British ale

bevvy - a drink (esp. a beer)   bevvied = intoxicated

bickie - slang for biscuit

bill - check (at a restaurant)

biscuits - cookies

savoury/salted/cheese biscuits - crackers (also sometimes called crackers)

bitter - another word for ale (as opposed to lager)                                                             black pudding - blood sausage

blancmange - a type of custard

brekky - slang for breakfast

bridge roll - hotdog bun

brown bread - wheat bread

brown sauce - similar to steak sauce but used with cooked breakfast foods

bubble and squeak - fried vegetables (esp. leftovers) and potatoes

bucks fizz - mimosa (champagne with orange juice)

bun - sweet roll/danish

butter beans - lima beans

butty - a type of sandwich using buttered bread (this word can also mean "buddy")

BYO - Bring Your Own; restaurants where you can bring your own alcoholic beverages probably because they don't have a liquor license

candy floss - cotton candy

canteen - snackbar or refreshment room found in many public places

castor sugar - an extra fine sugar used for baking

cheerio - a cocktail weenie

chewing gum - what we call "gum" (which means "glue" to Brits)

chickpeas - garbanzo beans

chicory - endive

chip shop/chipper/chippy - a fish and chips shop

chipolata - pork sausage similar to Vienna sausages

chips - french fries

Christmas pudding - plum pudding

cider - in Britain this is usually alcoholic (what Americans call hard cider)

clotted cream - a thick (but not sour) cream served as spread on scones, cakes, etc.

cocktail stick - toothpick

cordial/squash - a type of fruit drink for children (the "just add water" variety)

coriander - cilantro

cornet - ice-cream cone

cornflour - cornstarch

cottage pie/shepherd's pie - both are similar to what we call shepherd's pie 

courgette - zucchini

crackling - salted and fried pork skins

crayfish - crawfish

cream cracker - white unsalted cracker

cream tea (also called high tea) -afternoon snack consisting of scones with clotted cream, jam and tea

crisps - potato chips

crumpet - similar to what we call an "English muffin" but not identical

cuppa - cup of tea

digestive biscuit - similar to graham crackers and used for making cheesecake

dinner - the main meal of the day normally eaten in the evening (in the south) or closer to noon (in the north)

dish up - to serve dinner

doner - similar to a gyros sandwich

double cream - heavy or thick cream

drop - a glassful of a drink (not merely a small amount as in the U.S.)

egg flip - eggnog

eggy bread -  French toast
elevenses - a traditional practice of taking a tea and biscuit break at 11:00

entree/starter - appetizer

faggots - intestine lining-wrapped meatballs often eaten with gravy

fairy cake - cupcake

fava beans - broad beans

fillet - similar to filet mignon but pronounced fill it

fish fingers - fish sticks

fizzy drink/fizzy pop/pop - soft drink/soda

flake - a type of chocolate popular in the U.K.

frankfurter - hotdog/wiener

gammon - a thick slice of ham (as opposed to thinner slices more common with breakfast)

gateau - a type of rich, creamy layer cake served at special occasions

gherkin/pickled cucumber - what we call a "pickle"

ginger nut - ginger snap

gobstopper - jawbreaker

golden syrup - similar to corn syrup or pancake syrup

grill - broil

greengroceries - produce

half - half pint of beer

handmade lemonade - lemonade (as opposed to a lemon/lime soda) [see lemonade]

high tea - see cream tea

hob nobs - a popular cookie in the U.K.

HP sauce - similar to A1 steak sauce

horlicks - a malted milk drink

ice lolly - popsicle

icing sugar - powdered sugar

jacket potato - baked potato

jam - jelly, jam, preserves  (jelly means jell-o in the U.K.)

joint - a cut of meat used for roasting

kipper - smoked herring (eaten hot for breakfast or cold with salads)

ladyfinger/spongefinger - a long soft sweet cake

lager - a pale beer often served cold and perhaps favored by the younger generation; most U.S. beers would be considered lagers.

lemonade - a lemon/lime soda similar to Sprite or Seven Up

liver sausage - liverwurst

local - the neighborhood or village pub

lollypop/lollipop/lolly - lollipop

Madeira cake - pound cake

maize/sweet corn - corn

Marmite - a dark and pungent yeast extract which is spread on toast

marrow - a type of squash

mash - mashed potatoes

mince - similar to ground beef or hamburger

mincer - meat grinder

muesli - granola

neat - straight/straight up (liquor)

normal - regular (i.e. not diet when it comes to sodas)

nosh - slang for food

nosh-up - slang for feast

oatcakes - sweet or salty oatmeal cookies

offal - a type of organ meat

off licence/offy - liquor store

pancake roll/spring roll - egg roll

parsley sauce - a type of white sauce served on ham or fish

parson's nose - chicken or turkey tail

pasty (rhymes with "nasty") - a meat and vegetable filled pastry (Cornish pasty is the most famous)

pastry base - pie crust

peckish - slang for hungry

perry - similar to cider but made from pears (can also be alcoholic)

pickle - what we call "relish"

pie and mash - minced beef and mashed potato pie

pimms - a type of liquor which is popular mixed with lemon/lime soda (lemonade)

pint - 20 ounces as opposed to the American 16 ounces

pips - seeds found in fruits

pitta bread (pronounced pitt-a) - pita bread 

plaice - a flounder-like fish often deep-fried in batter/bread crumbs and served with chips

plonk/cheap plonk - cheap wine of inferior quality

pop/fizzy drink - soda (also pop in the American Midwest)

pork scratchings - pork rinds

porridge - oat meal

ploughman's lunch - a lunch consisting of French bread with butter, a thick slice of cheese (probably cheddar) and pickled onions which is commonly served in pubs

prawns - shrimp

pub - a traditional British bar; the term bar is also used esp. with more modern establishments

pub crawl - bar-hopping or going on a spree

pulses - legumes

punnet of strawberries - box/carton of strawberries

rashers/back rashers - slices of bacon (that is to say what Brits call bacon!), see bacon

rissole - patty

rump steak - sirloin steak

runner beans - string beans

salad cream - a mayonnaise & vinegar based cream used in coleslaw and other salads

salt beef - corned beef (the term corned beef may also be used)

salt cellar - salt shaker

sandwich cake - layer(ed) cake

sarny - a type of sandwich

saveloy - a long sausage similar to a long hot dog

savoury - meaning not sweet, whether it be salty, herbal or sour

scoff - the same as the Amercian verb to scoff/scarf down, but also a noun meaning food

scones - similar to American biscuits and eaten with clotted cream and jam

scotch egg - a hard-boiled egg coated with meat, breaded and deep-fried

scrumpy - a type of alcoholic cider

sell-by date - expiration date

semi-skimmed milk - 2% low-fat milk

semolina - similar to cream of wheat

shandy - a drink consisting of lager mixed with cider or lemonade; also a person who can't handle drink

shout - buying drinks/a round of drinks for others in a pub, e.g. It's your shout!

simnel cake - a cake traditionally eaten at Easter

single - a drink of 35 ml (just over one fluid ounce)  double - 70 ml

single cream - similar to what we called whipped cream

skimmed milk - skim milk

slap-up meal - a very expensive and extragavant feast

Smarties - similar to M & M's

snakebite - an equal mix of cider and lager

soldiers - finger-sized slices of toast

sorbet - sherbert

soya bean - soybean

spotted dick - a type of pudding containing raisins or currants

spring onions - green onions/scallions

squash - a fruit-flavored drink (the just add water type), perhaps similar to what we call Kool-Aid (a brand name)

Stilton - a type of blue-veined cheese often served with port

stock cube - boullion cube

stodge - heavy or undesirable food

stone/pip - pit (of a fruit)

stout - a full-bodied beer made from malt

suet - derived from beer and used in making puddings

swede - rutabaga

sweets - desserts/candy

swiss roll - jelly roll

take-away - "to go" as opposed to "for here", also places that sell "take out" or what you call the meal itself

tatties - Scotch and Irish slang for potatoes

tea - light snack or meal eaten in the mid-afternoon (in the south where it is referred to as high tea) or evening ( in the North)

tin - can (Brits also sometimes use the word can for certain foods)

tiffin - light lunch

tipple - an old-fashioned word for a drink     a tippler = a drinker

toad in the hole - link sausages baked in a pan of batter

tomato sauce - ketchup (Brits also use the word ketchup)

to go off - to go bad/spoil

treacle - molasses or dark syrup

trifle - a dessert containing sponge cake and jell-o

tuck - food    Tuck in! = Help yourself!/Dig in!

underdone - rare

vacuum flask - thermos container for drinks

veg - short for vegetable (the term veggie often means vegetarian)

white - coffee with milk

white with - coffee with milk and sugar

white without - coffee with milk, but no sugar

Worcestershire sauce - pronounced "wooster" even though the place is pronounced "woostersheer"

