Slang/Miscellaneous

acclimatised - acclimated

ace/brilliant/brill - great!/awesome!/the best!

advert - short for advertisement

aggro - trouble! (short for aggravation)

All right? - Hello, how are you? (in London and the South)

anti-clockwise - counter-clockwise

any road - anyway (only in parts of northern England, esp. Yorkshire)

argy-bargy - argument, fight

arse - ass

arsehole - asshole

arseholed - drunk

ASBO - Anti-Social Behaviour Order (established in 2005 to combat hooliganism)

ass - a donkey

au fait - familiar with

baccy - rolling tobacco

bafta/black/jissom/jissum - good, cool

banged up - put in prison/incarcerated

banging - enjoyable, fun; loud (music)

barmy/mad - crazy

beastly - nasty/unpleasant (considered a word of the upper class)

Beemer - BMW

bees knees/the dog's bollocks/the dogs/the badger's nadgers - great!/awesome! (the word "bollocks" literally means "testicles" and may be considered vulgar)

beeswax/biz-wax - business, as in "none of your beeswax"

belter/corker/the business - great/awesome (can be a person or thing)

Belt up! - Shut up!

bender - gay man; spree; heavy drinking session    pub crawl - bar hopping/spree

bent - crooked, corrupt, illegal (also gay)

bespoke - custom (as in custom-made/made to order)

"Best of British!" - Good luck!

biggie - a big turd/an erection

bird and bush - older slang for male and female genitalia respectively

bladdered - drunk

Blast!/Blast it!/Bugger and blast! - an exclamation of surprise or dismay

bleeding/blooming - less profane alternatives to "bloody"

Bless! - short for Bless him! or Bless her! esp. used with children to mean "How cute/sweet!"

Blimey!/Cor blimey! - an exclamation of surprise (originally "God blind me!")

blinding - great/fantastic

bling - ostentatious jewelry, especially on men

blinkered - narrow-minded/narrow-sighted

bloody - a curse word

bloody-minded - intentionally difficult; obstinate, persistent, stubborn

blotto - too tired or drunk to think properly

Blow me! - an exclamation of surprise (not exactly what it means in the States!)

blow off - to fart/pass gas

blunt - dull

bodge - to do something quickly and in a shoddy fashion

bollocks - trash, rubbish, nonsense (a vulgar term meaning testicles)

boob/bloomer - mistake/blooper/boo-boo (boob is also slang for "breast")

boost - to steal a car

bottle - courage    a lotta bottle = a lot of courage/ no fear

brassed off - fed up/pissed off

brass tacks - the (real) nitty-gritty

buckshee - free, for free

budge up - move in/scrunch up to make room for someone to sit down

budgie - a small parrot popular as a pet (also, an awesome Welsh rock group!)

bugger - an undesirable person (normally, unless you're talking to a friend!) and a vulgar term   Bugger it! (Damn it!/Shit!)  Bugger off! (Fuck off!/Leave me alone!)  We're buggered! (We're screwed!/We're fucked!/We've lost!) You lucky bugger! (not an insult!)

bugger all/sod all/fuck all/sweet fanny adams/sweet FA/ sweet F All - nothing/jack/jack-shit/diddly-squat

buggered/fucked/rogered - broken

bum - rear end

bung - to put/throw/toss; also "a bribe"

butter up - flatter and compliment

C of E - Church of England (England's official state church of which the Queen is the head)

camp - an adjective meaning effeminate or gay   camp it up = to dress in drag

carry on - to continue/go ahead (verb)

carry on - disturbance,/unruly happening; a mix up; a great effort (noun)

cheerio - a friendly way to say goodbye (sometimes in the North you'll hear tara)

cheers - can mean "thanks" or goodbye" depending on the context

Cheers! - for toasts and drinking, same as in U.S.

cheesed off - pissed off

chin wag - another way of saying "chat"

Chinese whispers - gossip/scuttlebutt/a story whose content changes slightly each time it’s recounted
chivvy along - hurry up

chuffed - pleased

class/decent - good, cool; attractive

Clear off! - Get lost!

clinker - admirable, first-rate

cock/cockerel - rooster (also, slang for penis)

codswallop - baloney/nonsense

Cor!/Cor blimey!/Cor love a duck! - another exclamation of surprise (Cor = God)

cracking - the best, stunning

Crikey!/Crikey Moses! - an exclamation of surprise

cuddle - embrace/hug (The British often say, "Give us a cuddle!")

daft - stupid/dumb or perhaps silly or mildly crazy

dead/well - very/extremely   e.g. The concert was dead good!

dear - expensive

diddle/stitch up - to rip off or con

dim - not too bright, not the sharpest tool in the shed, just think of "dimwit"

dishy - attractive, good-looking    a dish = an attractive person

DIY - Do It Yourself; apparently there are DIY stores and restaurants

do - a party (as in "one that you throw")

do - to fine/prosecute    done - fined/prosecuted

Do you do...? - Do you sell...?

doddle - a doddle = a cinch (easy)

dodgy - not to be trusted

dog's bollocks - great/fantastic (or simply "the dogs") [also "the mutt's nuts"]

dog's breakfast - a real mess

doing porridge - serving/doing time (in prison)

donkey's years - for donkey years = for ages (e.g. I haven't seen you for ages!)

dosh/lolly/spondulicks - money/cash

doss - very easy (adjective); to relax, do nothing (verb)

dotty - feeble-minded, silly

double 2, double 3 - 22, 33, etc.

draw - marihuana

duck - a term of endearment in parts of northern England (rhymes with book)

duff - useless, junk, trash

duffer - any person who is duff
easy-peasy - very easy (an expression popular with children)

engaged tone - busy signal

fab - fabulous

faff - to dither, dawdle

fagging - hazing (e.g. new recruits, students, etc.)

fair cop - a legitimate arrest

fancy - to desire

fanny - a vulgar term for vagina

fanny around - to procrastinate

Fiddle sticks! - a mild alternative to swearing

filch/pilfer/nick - steal

filthy - cool, extreme, wild

fit - attractive, good-looking, sexy

fit-up/stitch-up - a frame-up

flutter - a bet (e.g. on a horse), but probably not by a serious gambler

fortnight - two weeks

fruity - frisky, in the mood

full monty - the whole nine yards/the whole thing/all the way

gaff - house, place to live

gagging - desperate (an insulting term)

gear - recreational drugs

gen - information    to have the gen = to know what's going on

gen up - do research or get some information

get off - to make out/smooch (snog)

get on (well) with - to get along (well) with

gobsmacked - amazed/very surprised (gob = mouth)

going forward - in the future

good value - good deal

goolies - slang for testicles

gormless - clueless

grassed up - informed on    to grass - to inform/snitch

grem - spit, cough up, hack

grub/nosh - food (grub is also the word for an insect larva)

gutted - really upset

hanky-panky - mischief, esp. sexual

hard - drunk

Hard cheese! - Tough!/Tough noogies!

hard lines - bad luck/tough luck

hash - the pound sign (also what some people smoke!)  to hash it up = to really screw up

Hiya! - Hi!/Hello!

honk - throw up (another way to say "to be sick")

horizontal - cool, relaxed, easy-going

hump - to have the hump means to be in the mood; to have a hump means to have sex

identity parade - police line-up

Innit? - Isn't it? (often used at the end of statements, but not really requiring a response)

It's down to you. - It's your responsibility.

It's up to you. - This expression is only used when a person has to choose between different options.

jammy - lucky

jolly - very   e.g. jolly well = very well

kicking - enjoyable, fun

kip - nap/sleep

knackered - tired out

knees up - to have your knees up means that you're going to a dance or party

knuckle duster - brass knuckles

ladybird - ladybug

large - great/awesome (as it relates to a party or a night out partying)

leaving do - going away party

legs - feasibility, e.g. Has it got legs?
life assurance - life insurance (Brits use the word insurance for cars and property, etc.)

loved up - high (usually on ecstacy)

lurgy - ill (esp. with the flu)

lush - good, tasty, attractive

manor - turf or territory occupied by criminals

meant to - supposed to; should

messy - eventful/involving lots of drugs or alcohol

minging (rhymes with "singing") - unpleasant, disgusting, ugly

mint - good, cool, nice, attractive

miss out - to omit (e.g. I missed out three names on the list!) 

morish/moreish - more food!/seconds!/second helpings!

moose - unpleasant, boring, ugly person

muck - dirt

mucky - dirty

mug - gullible/a gullible person

mush - slang for mouth (rhymes with push)

mutt's nuts - excellent/fantastic

naff - tacky, unfashionable, uncool

Naff off! - Get lost!

nancy/nancy boy - wimp/sissy/gay man  (also nesh = wimp/sissy)

nark - in a nark = bad mood; narked = angry/pissed (also, nark =  spy, informant)

Nice one! - Good job!

nicked - arrested

nought/zero - zero

nouse (rhymes with "house") - common sense, intelligence

nugget - a £1 coin/one pound coin

nut - to head-butt

Oi! - (rhymes with "boy") a way a getting someone's attention particularly if you are angry; also used as a greeting by some cockney speakers

on about - What are you on about? = What are you talking about?

on the job - "hard at work" or "having sex" depending on the context!

one-off - a once and for all time event which will never be repeated

orientated - oriented

panda car - small police car

Pants!/Total pants! - Crap!/Total crap!

parky - cold (as in weather)

peanuts - cheap; to get paid peanuts = to get paid almost nothing

pissed - drunk    pissed off - angry

piss up - a drinking session

porridge - prison sentence

potty - a little crazy (about ) or very keen on (really into)

previous - priors/a criminal record

PTO - over please (at the end of a page)

pub crawl - bar hopping/spree

puff -  marihuana or a fart
pukka - super/smashing

queer - in former times this word meant odd or even sick; however, today it usually means gay the same as in the U.S.

quid - slang for a British pound

raasclart - black slang, especially as spoken by white wannabes

rank - disgusting, ugly

read - If a person asks you "What do you read at the university?" it means "What's your major?"
redundant - to be made redundant = to be laid off

remit (stress on first syllable) - scope or jurisdiction; e.g. We can't do anything; it's not within our remit.
ring/to give a ring - to call/to phone

roger - to screw/have sex

rumpy pumpy - another term for "hanky panky"

sad - bad, unfashionable, unlikable (corresponding nouns are sadcase and saddo)

scrummy - yummy!/decadent

scrumping - stealing (esp. stealing apples from an orchard)

scupper - to defeat/thwart (a naval term)

send off - make fun of (like doing a "take off" in the U.S.)

shambolic - in a state of chaos

shed load - a large amount

shirty - irritable/bad tempered ("Don't get shirty with me, young man!")

shite - another word for shit (esp. common in Northern England, Scotland and Ireland)

shopped - informed on

sixes and sevens - a real mess!

skank - to steal or cheat (also, an unfashionable, badly dressed person)

skanky - ugly, dirty, smelly, foul

skew-whiff - crooked, not straight

skint - broke (having no money)

skive - to evade

skunk - strong cannibis

slag off - to tell off/to bad-mouth

slippy - slippery

smart - good, cool; fashionable

smeg - something disgusting

snap - a card game involving matching; also "Me too!"

sod - fool, idiot, jerk, undesirable person, etc. (from sodomite)

Sod's Law - Murphy's Law

Sod it! - Damn it!

Sod off! - Get lost!

sorted - good, cool; fashionable; also, organized with or possessing certain drugs

sound - good, cool; fashionable

splash out - to throw your reason out the window/to throw caution to the wind

spunk - semen/sperm 

squiffy - a little drunk/something gone wrong

starkers - stark naked

stiffy/stonker - an erection

Stone the crows! - an exclamation of surprise like "Cor Blimey!"

stomping - enjoyable, fun

stonking - huge

stroppy - sulking

stumm - (a Yiddish word pronounced "stum" or "shtoom") quiet/mum

sucky - dull, bad

summat - something (Northern England)

summons - citation

suss - sussed = figured out;  I've got you sussed! - I've got your number!

Ta - short for Thanks

taking the mickey/taking the piss - to make fun of

tax - steal

the nick - prison

tick - check (like when you put a "check" in the box on a form, etc.)

tickey-boo - going well/no problems

tightarse - tightwad, stingy person

to go down like a bomb – to be a big success (e.g.. a play)

top - excellent, cool

top oneself - kill oneself/commit suicide

totty - female companionship/love and romance/TLC/sex

Touch wood! - Knock on wood!

treble - three times

truncheon - night stick

TTFN - ta ta for now (goodbye)

twat - a vulgar term for vagina, but it also means "to hit" or "to swat"

twoc - to steal a car and go joy riding (Take WithOut Consent)

two finger salute - to flip the bird (the v-sign with the back of the hand facing the intended recipient)

uni - slang for university

vet - to check, verify (this word has also crept into American English)

wad/wedge/wonga - money/a wad of money/a lot of money

wangle - finagle

Watcha - Hi

waz - pee/piss

well - very  e.g. He was well drunk!

welly - to give something welly means "to try harder"

whinge - to whine

whizz - speed (i.e. amphetamines)

wicked - excellent, cool, exciting

wobbler - to throw a wobbler = to throw a tantrum

wonky - shaky or unstable

Who’s that?/Is that…? – Who’s this?/Is this…? (when talking on the phone)

