a, an, other, another, some, any
a/an - um/uma
The indefinite article a will precede a noun that begins with a consonant including h unless the h is silent. For example:
a book - um livro

a pen - uma caneta

a mistake - um erro

a classroom - uma sala de aula

The indefinite article an will precede a noun that begins with a vowel or a silent h. For example:

an apartment - um apartamento (a flat na Grã-Bretanha)

an eel - una enguia
an icicle - um pingente de gelo
an ostrich - um avestruz
an umbrella - um guarda-chuva
You will also use the indefinite article an in front of the following words whose initial h is silent (not pronounced): honor, honorable, honest, honesty, heir, heirloom, hour, hourly and herb/herbal (in U.S. only).
a hotel (h is pronounced)

an honest man (h is not pronounced)

an hourly wage (h is not pronounced)

an herbal remedy (h is not pronounced in U.S)

a herbal remedy (h is pronounced in Great Britian)

You will not use an in front of words beginning with the vowel u, if the u has a iu sound as in the word useless.

an umbrella (the u does not have the sound of iu)

a useless measure (the u does have the sound of iu)

The following words beginning with a u also have the sound of iu:

use/used
Utah

utilize

useless

utensil

utopia

user

uterus

U-turn

usurp

utilitarian

usury

utility

The following words of Greek origin which begin with the vowels eu also require the indefinite article a because they also have the sound of iu:

Eucharist
eunuch

Euphrates

euthanasia

Euclid

euphemism
Eurasia/Eurasian
euthanized

eugenics
euphony
eureka


euthenics

eulogy

euphoria
Europe/European

The indefinite article a will precede the initials (or when these letters are pronounced separately as letters and not part of a word) of the following letters:

b, c, d, g, j, k, p, q, t, u*, v, w, y, z

For example:

a B.L.T. (a sandwich including bacon, lettuce and tomato)
a U.F.O. (unidentified flying object)

The indefinite article an will precede the following letters when pronounced as initials or separately:

a, e, f, h, i, l, m, n, o, r, s, x

For example:

an AOL company (America On-Line)

an FBLA meeting (Future Business Leaders of America)

*The vowel u is the only vowel which requires the indefinite article a when pronounced as an initial or separately because when pronounced in this way it has the sound of  iu. For example:

a U.F.O (the initial u has the sound of iu)

an unidentified flying object (the u does not have the sound of  iu when pronounced as part of the word "unidentified".
The adjective another is a combination of the words an other and precedes singular nouns when they would otherwise use the the indefinite articles a or an. For example:

a book - um livro

another book - outro livro

an apple - uma maçã
another apple - outra maçã
You will use the adjective other with the definite article the with singular or plural nouns. For example:

a book - um livro

another book - outro livro

the other book - o outro livro

the other books - os outros livros
an apple - una maçã
another apple - outra maçã
the other apple - a outra maçã
the other apples - as outras maçãs
The adjective other is also used with singular or plural nouns when used together with other words. For example:

his other friend - o outro amigo dele
his other friends - os outros amigos dele
some other friend - algum outro amigo/alguma outra amiga
some other friends - alguns outros amigos/algumas outras amigas
The words one another and each other are used to speak about a reciprocal action or relationship between two or more persons (good or bad!). For example:

They help each other./They help one another. - Eles/Elas se ajudam.
They hurt each other./They hurt one another. - Eles/Elas se machucam/se ferem.

We love each other./We love one another. - Nos amamos.

We hate each other./We hate one another. - Nos detestamos.

When a person is sharing food or ordering food or drinks, you will use the indefinite article a for countable nouns (nouns which can be counted). For example:

I would like... - Gostaria de...
a bottle of... - uma garrafa de...

a cup of... - uma xícara/chávena de...

a glass of... - um copo de...

a piece of... - un pedaço/uma fatia de...

a slice of... - uma fatia de...

a sandwich - um sanduíche/um sandes
When speaking about  non-countable nouns (nouns which can't be counted), you will use the words some or any. For example, no one would count grains of rice or beans, and for that reason we don't speak of numbers but rather of portions.

The word some is equivalent to un pouco de or uma porção de in Portuguese when we are speaking of foods or drinks which can't be counted for making affirmative statements (declaraçőes afirmativas) or  questions. For example:

I would like some rice. - Gostaria de um pouco de arroz.(affirmative statement)
Would you like some rice? - Gostaria de um pouco de arroz? (affirmative question)

The word some may also be omitted. For example:

I would like rice.

Would you like rice?
The word any is used with negative statements or questions. For example:

You don't want any rice? - Não quer/deseja arroz? (negative question)
I don't want any rice. - Não quero/desejo arroz. (negative statement)
I don't want any. - Não quero/desejo nada/nenhum. (negative statement)

Just like the word some, the word any may also be omitted. For example:

You don't want rice?

I don't want rice.

Non-countable nouns like water, soup, rice and salad, etc. may be considered countable nouns when they are sold in portions or in cans, bottles, etc.

For example:

I would like some water. - Gostaria de um pouco de água. (non-countable)

I would like three waters. - Gostaria de três águas (três garrafas ou três copos).

