Tricky Words in Spanish
(false cognates)

Tricky Word in Spanish
Actual Meaning in English     

actual



current

actualmente


currently/at the present time

asistir



to attend (an event, class, church, etc.)

atender



to serve/to wait on/to attend to

bizarro



brave, generous

boda



wedding

carpeta



folder

colegio



high school or elementary school

complexión


physiological build

compromiso


commitment

constipado


stuffed up/congested (from having a cold, etc.)

contestar


to answer

crudo



raw

decepción


disappointment

decepcionar


to disappoint

delito



crime

disgusto


displeasure

disgustar


to displease/to upset

educación


education (but also "upbringing", i.e. how you were raised)

embarazada


pregnant

embarazar


to get someone pregnant

emocionado


excited

emocionante


thrilling

éxito



success, hit (song)

fábrica



factory

fútbol



soccer

ganga



bargain/good deal

largo



long

molesto


upset

molestar


to bother

once



eleven

pretender


to attempt, to claim

real



real (but also "royal")

realizar



to realize (but only in the sense of realizing a dream, etc.)

recuerdo


memory, souvenir

recordar


to remember

ropa



clothing/clothes

sano



healthy, wholesome, intact

sensible


sensitive

sopa



soup

suceso



event/happening





