Politics and Government

Chancellor of the Exchequer - Finance Minister

CID - Britain’s equivalent to the FBI

Conservative Party - right-of-center political party also known as the Tory Party (its followers are also known as Tories)

dissemble - to lie/distort the facts

Eurosceptic - a politician opposed to Britain's ties with the European Union

House of Commons - the lower house of Parliament consisting of around 600 elected Members of Parliament (MPs)

House of Lords - the upper house of Parliament; currently an unelected body composed of nobles, appointed peers and high-ranking clergy

Labour Party - center-left political party and the party currently in power

John Bull - Great Britain's equivalent to Uncle Sam

Lib-Dems - Liberal Democrats; a centrist political party

Lord Chancellor - senior figure in the House of Lords

M16 - Great Britain's equivalent to the CIA

MP - Member of Parliament

MSP - Member of the Scottish Parliament

Prime Minister - head of government, currently Gordon Brown

silly season - late summer when Parliament is in recess (i.e. silly tabloid topics)

stand for election - run for office

surgery - place where MP's meet with constituents (usually at MP's local office)

the peerage - people who have titles of nobility and therefore are eligible to be members of the House of Lords

to be raised to the peerage - to be granted a title of nobility because of merit

Westminster - another name for Parliament

Whitehall - major street in London where many ministries and government offices are located (this word is also often synonymous with “the government”)

