In Town/Out and About

999 - 911 (number to dial in cases of emergency)

abbatoir - slaughterhouse

Alsatian - German shepherd

barrow - prehistoric burial ground

Big Issue - a newspaper sold by the homeless which deals with homeless issues

Blighty - another word for England

blues and twos - emergency vehicles with sirens and flashing lights

bob - slang for shilling (shilling = 5 pence)

Bonfire Night - the 5th of November also known as Guy Fawkes Day where this historic Catholic subversive is burned in effigy for trying to blow up the British Parliament!

bookstall - newsstand

bridleway - path for cyclists and pedestrians

Building Society - savings and loan association

bottom - far end of a street or garden

car boot sale - garage sale/yard sale

carnival - parade

carrier bag - shopping bag

cash machine/cashpoint machine - ATM (sometimes simply called cashpoint or hole in the wall)

casualty ward/A and E (accident and emergency) - emergency room

"Cheap at half the price!" - a common cry from street vendors

chrysanths - crythanthemums

cigarette ends - cigarette butts

cinema - movie theater

city centre - central business district

close - dead end street (rhymes with "dose")

counterfoil - check stub

credit slip - deposit slip

creeper - vine

current account/cheque account/running account - checking account

custom - business in the sense of patronage

deposit account - savings account

dialling code - area code

dialling tone - dial tone

direct action - protest in the form of a march, strike or sit-in

engaged tone - busy signal

enquiries - information (in general, e.g. what you might see on a sign)

enquiries/directory enquiries - information/directory assistance

ex-directory number - unlisted number

fairy lights - Christmas lights

firth - river estuary

fiver - a five pound note

Fleet Street - slang for the press because most important newspapers came from this street
footpath - same as bridleway but doesn't run along the roadside

franked mail - metered mail

freephone/freephone number - toll-free number/1-800 number

gangway - an aisle or any space where someone can walk (e.g. between chairs, tables, etc.) If a person shouts "Gangway!" it means "Make way!"

ground floor - first floor (ergo first floor = second floor)

guide dog - seeing-eye dog

Harley Street - street renowned for expensive doctors, therapists and plastic surgeons
High Street - main street where important shops and businesses are

High Street shops - national chain stores that you would expect to find in most English cities
hire purchase - layaway/pay in installments plan

hole in the wall - slang for ATM

hypermarket - large supermarkets that have everything, sort of like Wal-Mart

jasper - slang for wasp or yellow-jacket

jumble sale - rummage sale

kiss gates - small gates meant for allowing a person to pass while keeping out livestock, etc.; traditionally the man goes through first and helps the woman through only after getting a kiss

ladybird - ladybug

laundrette - laundromat

lead - leash (i.e. for dog)

letter box/pillar box - mail box

lift - elevator

market town - a medium-sized town

Marks and Spencer - Britain's leading retail store often called “Marks and Sparks” or simply “M & S”

mews - dwellings grouped around an open yard or alley

midges - gnats, small mosquitoes

minster - another word for "cathedral"

mobile - cellphone (rhymes with "pile")

nugget - a £1 coin/one pound coin (slang)

operating theatre - operating room

outsize clothing - extra large/XL/full-sized

over the way - across the street

paper round - paper route

parcel - package

parky - cold (as in weather)

pavement - sidewalk

pence - cent (often called or written as simply "p")

plantation - area planted with trees, particularly conifers

polystyrene - styrofoam

Pompey - slang for Portsmouth
post - to mail

postcode - zip-code

precinct - shopping area/strip mall

property - real estate

public convenience/toilet - rest room

pylon - electrical high tower










queue - line

rates - local taxes

reception - front desk/lobby
reverse the charges - to call collect

Saville Row - street renowned for expert/high-quality tailors

shop - store

shopping trolley - shopping cart

Sloane Square - an expensive shopping and residential district in London

standing order - electronic funds transfer

stick - walking stick or cane

swimming baths - another way of saying "swimming pool"

surgery - doctor's/dentist's office

telephone box - phone booth

telephone directory - phone book

tenner - a ten pound note

'The City' - financial district of London

the corner shop - corner store where newspapers, softdrinks, cigarettes and lottery tickets may be purchased (this is sometimes referred to as the “Paki” by some since these are often operated by people of Pakistani origin; however this term should be avoided since it may be considered offensive) 

the Met - London Metropolitan Police

'The Tube'/'the London Underground' - the London subway

the underground - the subway

The West Country - the southwestern region of England

The Yard - Scotland Yard or as it’s now called New Scotland Yard, the Greater London Police headquarters

tick - check (like when you put a "check" in the box on a form, etc.)

till - cash register

tip - to dump    tip truck = dump truck   No Tipping = No Dumping

transaction record book - check register (i.e. part of the checkbook)

trunk enquiries - long-distance information/directory assistance

VAT (value added tax) - sales tax

Whitehall - another way of referring to the government or the British civil service

way out - exit

wold - another word for "hill"

