English False Cognate
Spanish Meaning
Spanish

English
(palabra traicionera)
actual


real/verdadero

actual


current

actually

de hecho/en efecto
actualmente

currently

assist


ayudar


asistir


to attend (an event)
attend


asistir a (un evento)
atender*

to wait on/to attend to

bizarre


extraño/estrafalario
bizarro


brave, generous
body


cuerpo


boda


wedding

camp


campamento

campo


field, country**
carpet


alfombra

carpeta


folder

complexion

tez, cutis

complexión

physiological build

compromise

un tipo de acuerdo
compromiso

commitment

constipated

estreñido

constipado

stuffed up/congested (nose)
contest


concurso/competencia
  --------

  --------

to contest

disputar/cuestionar
contestar

to answer



crude


sin refinar/grosero
crudo


raw

deception

engaño


decepción

disappointment
to deceive***

engañar (mentir)
decepcionar

to disappoint
delight


encanto/deleite
delito


crime

disgust


asco/repugnancia
disgusto

displeasure

to disgust

dar asco

disgustar

to displease/upset

education

estudios escolares
educación

education/upbringing

embarrassed

avergonzado

embarazada

pregnant

to embarrass

avergonzar/abochornar
embarazar

to get pregnant

emotional

emocional

emocionante

thrilling

excited


emocionado

excitado

excited/sexually aroused
exit


salida


éxito


success/hit (song)

fabric (cloth)

tela/tejido

fábrica


factory

football (in the U.S.)
fútbol americano
fútbol


soccer (in the U.S.)
gang


pandilla

ganga


bargain/good deal
large


grande


largo


long

molestation

violación de niño
molesto

upset/bothered/annoyed
to molest

violar a un niño
molestar

to bother
once


una vez

once


eleven (11)
pretend


fingir/simular

pretender

to attempt, to claim
real


verdadero/real

real


real or royal****
realize*****

darse cuenta/realizar
realizar


to realize (a dream, etc.)
record


récord/registro
/disco
recuerdo

memory, souvenir

to record

grabar


recordar

to remember
rope


cuerda/soga

ropa


clothing

revolver

revólver (un arma)
revolver

to mix, shake, stir

sane


cuerdo (no loco)
sano


healthy/wholesome/ intact

sensible

sensato/razonable
sensible

sensitive
soap


jabón


sopa


soup

success


éxito


succeso

event/happening

tuna


atún


tuna


prickly pear, glee club

* to attend to = atender (una tarea o una responsabilidad; menos frecuentemente quiere decir "atender a una persona")
   to wait on = atender a los clientes o a las personas que están comiendo en un restaurante
**"Country" as in "I don't live in the city, I live in the country.".

***"To cheat on" means "engañar" when it relates to, for example, a man cheating on his wife.

****"Royal" means "real" in Spanish when it relates to royalty (la realeza)

*****This word is spelled realise in British countries.

