Education and Learning

Primary (5-11)

Secondary (11-15/16)

Terciary (16-University)

public school - what we Yanks call a private school
state school - what we Yanks call a public school

biro - ballpoint pen (rhymes with pyro), the word pen is also commonly used

break - recess

bunk off/skive off/play hooky - cut class/play hooky

CCF - Britain’s equivalent to ROTC

comprehensive school - the equivalent of an American public high school

college - prep school or profession/vocational institute

convent school - parochial school (usually Catholic)

dayboys/day girls - students who attend a boarding school even though they don't live there

Desmond - a lower second-class honors degree (from D. Tutu = two two = 2nd class)

eleven plus - an exam that eleven year olds must take to determine if they go to grammar school or secondary  modern school (usually a child's first exam)

finals - final exams at the university (usually pass/fail and your degree depends on it)

form/year - grade (i.e. grade level, e.g. 9th form = 9th grade)

fresher - freshman (at a university)

fresher's ball - a dance for incoming freshmen, sort of like a freshmen orientation week activity

graduate - college graduate
hall of residence - dormitory

headmaster - principal

invigilator - proctor (for an exam)

junior lecturer - instructor

lecturer - assistant professor

maths - math

N.B. - Very Important! (from Latin nota bene)

Oxbridge - combination of Oxford and Cambridge
poly/polytechnic - technical college

professor - highest academic rank and also department chairperson (there can only be one professor per department)

pupils - students (Americans understand the term pupil, but we rarely use it nowadays)

reader/senior lecturer - a high ranking academic, but below the rank of professor (probably the equivalent of an associate professor in the U.S.)

revise - study/prepare for an exam

swot - cram for an exam (some Brits also use "to cram", same as in the U.S.)

sit for an exam - take an exam

set an exam - give an exam

tuition fees - tuition (the word tuition has a broader meaning)

uni - slang for university
university man/university woman - college graduate





Punctuation Terms

braces - braces/curly brackets {}

brackets - parentheses ( )

exclamation mark - exclamation point (!)

full stop - period (.)

inverted commas - quotation marks " "

square brackets - brackets [ ]

stroke/oblique - slash (/)

tick - check mark √ [to tick = to check/make a check mark]

Work

agony aunt - advice columnist (like Dear Abby)  agony column/problem page = advice column

articled clerk - paralegal

barman - male bartender

barmaid - female bartender

barrister -  trial lawyer (argues case in court; is retained by soliciter)   solicitor - lawyer (usually prepares case out of court; is retained by client)

big ask - a tough job

bobby/peeler/plod - policeman

busker - street entertainer

busser/runner - busboy

cabby - taxi driver in London

caretaker - janitor/custodian

cashier - bank-teller

char/charlady - female cleaning woman (an older term)

chartered accountant - CPA (certified public accountant)

chemist - pharmacist

chiropodist - podiatrist (not the same, but similar)

clippie - female fare collector on bus service

cloakroom attendant - coat check person

collier - coalminer

commercial traveller - traveling salesman

consultant - specialist

counterfoil - stub/check stub/pay stub

CV - resumé

dispatch rider - messenger

doctor's surgery - doctor's office

dog’s body - gofer

estate agent - realtor

face time - in-person meeting

fire brigade - fire department

fishmonger - fish seller

flautist - flutist/flautist

fruit dealer - fruit seller

gaffer - boss/foreman

GP - general practitioner

golden handshake - retirement gift

greengrocer - seller of fruits and vegetables

haberdasher - seller of dressmaking accessories

hairdresser - barber

hawker - salesperson/solicitor

ironmonger - hardware store as well as the person who owns/manages it

joiner - carpenter

landlady - female owner or manager of a pub

landlord - male owner or manager of a pub

lollipop lady/man - crossing guard

matron - head nurse

minder - bodyguard/personal security

newsreader - newscaster

operating theatre - operating room

park - set aside for later

pay packet - pay check

posty/postman - mailman

prison governor - prison warden

publican - owner or manager of a pub (also called a landlord)

registrar - resident doctor/physician

redundancies - lay-offs

rise - raise

sacked/given the sack - fired

sister/nurse manager - head nurse of a hospital ward (latter term is preferred)

sleeping partner - silent partner

solicitor – lawyer (see also barrister)

spark - electrician

theatre whites/theatre garb - scrubs/scrub suit

the bill - the police

to go pear-shaped - to have problems, to fail

totter/rag and bone man - junk man

vet - animal doctor not person who served in the military

VSO - Britain’s equivlaent to the Peace Corps (Volunteer Service Overseas)

