Idiomatic Expressions

a good seeing to - a painful beating; sexual intercourse

And Bob's your uncle! - And that's that!/And that's all there is to it!/And there you have it!

a hiding to nothing - a no-win situation/loser

arse about face - backwards/ass-backwards

arse over elbow/arse over tit - head over heels

at the end of one's tether - at the end of one's rope

at the end of the day - in the final analysis, ultimately

at the sharp end - where the action is

bat an eyelid - bat an eye

beat them hollow - clean their clocks

bits and bobs - odds and ends; assorted items

blot one's copybook - hurt one's reputation

blow the gaff - spill the beans

bright spark - smart cookie

browned off/cheesed off - teed off

bung it on - blow smoke

carry the can - hold the bag/take the blame/responsibility

chalk and cheese - (as different as) night and day

channel hop - channel surf (i.e. on the tv)

chock-a-block full - chock-full

clapped out - worn out

common or garden - garden-variety

cost a bomb - cost an arm and a leg

cost bugger all - cost little or nothing/to be inexpensive

cot-case - basket case (a basket case in the U.K. is an insane person)

daylight robbery - highway robbery

(a) dead cert - you can take it to the bank

do a bunk - run off, avoid paying a bill, play truant

do a moonlight flit - sneak out in the night

done up like a kipper - left in the lurch (also "caught in the act")

down at heel - poor/unkempt

drive someone round the bend - drive someone up the wall

drop a clanger - make a gaffe/put your foot in your mouth

ducking and diving - bobbing and weaving (a boxing term which like in the U.S. can be used figuratively to refer to an evasive answer, etc.)

duff up - beat up-not to be confused with ‘up the duff’!

early days - too soon to know

early doors - a colloquial term for "early"-From the ancient licensing laws governing pub opening hours (now largely abolished), at one time, pubs on the south side of Oxford street could open at 5pm, while those on the North side had to wait until 5.30pm due to different zoning laws. Pubs that chose to open between the hours of 11am and 3pm were known as having ‘early doors’.

effing and blinding - swearing excessively

feel hard-done by - feel that you were treated unfairly

fit someone up - frame someone (e.g. for a crime)

from the year dot - from year one

full of beans - bursting with energy

full marks for - deserves an A for

GBH of the earhole - a verbal assault or harange that seems unending or unstopable

Get stuffed!/Piss off! - Go away!/Leave me alone! (vulgar)

get that down your neck - have a drink

get your knickers in a twist - have a hissy fit

get your own back - get revenge

give it a miss - skip it/pass (it up)

give someone the pip - annoy someone

give someone their cards - give someone a pink slip

give someone their marching orders - give someone their walking papers

give someone the vees/V sign - flip someone the bird/give someone the finger/flip someone off- Brits use 2 fingers instead of one, and this shouldn’t be confused with the famous ‘V for Victory’ sign given by Churchill during World War II-The tradition derives from The 100 years war-when the French caught an English archer, they would often cut off his first 2 fingers so he could no longer draw a bowstring, the English would therefore stick two fingers up in order to taunt the French on the battlefield.

Give us a bell./Give us a ring. - Call me.

go (down) like a bomb - to go well, to be a success, to go quickly

going forward - in the future

going to see a man about a dog - going to the bathroom or some other place that you don't want to mention

go like the clappers - go at a great speed

go pear-shaped - to have problems, to fail

go spare - go berserk/go postal

gone missing - lost/disappeared

gone off - spoiled (food); lost interest (figuratively)

grasp the nettle - take the bull by the horns

half cut - drunk

handbags at dawn - a fight or disagreement between two sissies/wusses

happy as a sandboy - happy as a clam

hard done by - unfairly dealt with

hash it up/cock it up - to really screw up     a cock-up = a mistake

have a lie-in - have a sleep-in

have a natter - shoot the breeze

have no truck with - have no dealings with

have the hump - to be in the mood; to have a hump means to have sex

have your card marked - to be warned

have your collar felt - to get arrested

having it large - living it up/living large    also "larging it"

having kittens - panicking

hell for leather - hell-bent for leather

Her Majesty's pleasure - to be detained at Her Majesty's pleasure = to be put in jail

home and dry - home-free

Horses for courses - "To each his own"

"How's your father?" - slang for sex or having sex

I can't be fagged. - I can't be bothered.

I don't give a toss. - I don't care.

If the cap fits... - If the shoe fits...

I'm easy. - "I don't care./It's all the same to me."

in a trice - in a heartbeat/in a New York minute

in future - in the future

in queer street - up the creek/up shit's creek (without a paddle)

in someone's good books - in someone's good graces

in the event - in the end, in the final instance

in the first instance - in the first place

It's down to you. - It's your responsibility.

It's up to you. - This expression is only used when a person has to choose between different options.

It fell off the back of a lorry. - a nice way of saying "It's pirated." or "It's hot-goods."

It's not on. - It's not right./It's unacceptable./It just won't do.

It's pissing it down! - It's raining heavily and relentlessly!

Jam tomorrow. - This means that if you do without today, you'll be rewarded in the future.

Keep your pecker up! - Keep your chin up! (perhaps not a vulgar term in the U.K. like it would be in the U.S.)

knocked for  six - thrown for a loop (a cricket term)

knock it on the head - stop doing something, knock it off

knock-on effect - domino effect

knock spots off - knock the socks off

land someone with - stick someone with

land up - end up

last but one - second to last, next to last, penultimate

left holding the baby/left to carry the can - left holding the bag

Leg it! - Run for it!

long in the tooth - old

look at someone old-fashioned - give someone an disapproving look

looking left, right and centre - looking all over

look like death warmed up - look like death warmed over

lost the plot - gone off the deep end

mad for it - very enthusiastic

make heavy weather of something - make an ordeal out of something/make a mountain out of  a mole hill

money for old rope - easy money

much of a muchness - much the same

muck around - waste time

mug up on - bone up on

near the knuckle - risqué, off-color, possibly sexually inappropriate

next door but one - two doors down, two houses down

nice little earner - a (usually illegal) get-rich-quick scheme

no joy - no luck

not batting on a full wicket - not playing with a full deck

not half - very

Not on your nelly! - No way!

not the done thing - not socially acceptable

Now you're for it! - Now you're in for it!

off one's trolley - off one's rocker

on the dole - on government assistance/on welfare/on unemployment, etc.

on the fiddle - involved in illegal activities

on the never-never - in installments

on one - acting crazed, often as a result of stimulant intake

on toast - over a barrel

O.T.T. - over the top

out on the tiles - out having a wild time

over the moon - delighted/ecstatic

over the top - too much, overdone

over the way - across the street

pack it in - quit, finish

pack up - go kaput

panic stations - pandemonium

past praying for - beyond hope

peg out - die/check out/kick the bucket/cash in your chips/buy it/buy the farm

pelting/raining stair rods/bucketing - raining heavily

play gooseberry - chaperone someone

play truant - play hooky

potter around - putter around

preaching to the converted - preaching to the choir

pull a sicky - call in sick to work when you're not really sick

pull your socks up - try harder

put it on the slate - put in on the tab

put paid to - to put an end to

put someone's nose out of joint - upset someone

rough as a badger's arse - unsophisticated

rough diamond - diamond in the rough/jewel in the rough

rub up the wrong way - rub the wrong way

run with the hare and hunt with the hounds - play both sides (against each other)

sale or return - on consignment

save one's bacon - save one's skin

scrub up well - clean up well and dress nice (esp. to a person who usually doesn't!)

send someone to Coventry - give someone the silent treatment

sharp as a needle - sharp as a tack

She's got the decorators (or painters) in. - She's having her period.

sick as a parrot - very disappointed (especially when one's hopes are dashed)

skeleton in the cupboard - skeleton in the closet

slowcoach - slowpoke

small beer - small potatoes

Sod it! - Screw it!

Sod off! - Get lost!

Sod that for a game of soldiers! - That's not even worth bothering with!

sound as a pound - very good/excellent

spark out - pass out-also to knock someone out with one punch
spark up - light up a cigarette or joint

spend a penny - go to the bathroom/rest room

splash out - spend money recklessly

spot on - (right) on the money/(right) on the nose

Stone the crows! - Holy cow!/Good God!

stop on a six pence - stop on a dime

storm in a teacup - tempest in a teapot

Sure as eggs are eggs! - Sure shootin'!/Darn tootin'!/Sure as I'm sittin' here!/You just ain't whistlin' Dixie!

suss it out - scope it out

sweet as a nut - fine/okay/great

take a recce (pronounced reckie) - check it out

take the biscuit - to "take the cake"

taking the mickey/taking the piss - to make fun of

talk nineteen to the dozen - talk a blue streak/talk one's head off

talk the hind legs off a donkey - talk up a storm

tart up - gussy up

ten a penny - a dime a dozen

the big E (elbow) - dumping a unwanted romantic partner

the big I am - someone very full of himself/herself

the book of words - the instruction book

thin as a rake - thin as a rail/skinny as a rail

This is a fine how do you do! - This is a fine (i.e. rather screwed up) state of affairs!

throw a spanner in the works - to throw a monkey wrench in something

throw a wobbler - throw a fit or tantrum

tinker’s cuss - tinker's damn/rat's ass

to be on a good wicket - to be in a good position/situation (a cricket term)

to be  on a sticky wicket - to be in a bad position/situation

to bowl a googly - to throw a curve ball (another cricket term)

to go down like a bomb - to be a huge success

too big for his boots - too big for his britches

top off - assassinate

twopenny-halfpenny - two-bit (as in "She's a no-good, two-bit whore!")

under the cosh - under the gun

up my street - up my alley (as in "That's right up my alley!")

up the duff - pregnant

way forward - the best way to proceed; the right thing to do

Well bowled! - Well done! (a cricket term, but also used in a general sense)

well in it - in trouble

What's he like?/What's she like? - puzzled reaction to bizarre or eccentric behavior (a possible American equivalent might be "What's up with him?/What's up with her?")

When it comes to the crunch... - When push comes to shove...

white van man - someone who is right behind you in traffic and who you imagine is cursing you for driving too slow, etc.

wind up - do something to purposely piss someone else off, esp. a trick or gag

with knobs on - in spades

wouldn't touch it with a barge pole - wouldn't touch it with a ten-foot pole

yell blue murder - scream bloody murder

You'll have your guts for garters! - You'll be dead meat!

You're having me on! - You're putting me on!

You what? - I beg your pardon?

