Brand Names

British names for things often stem from popular brands-when cleaning, we usually refer to it as ‘Hoovering’ rather than ‘Vacuuming’ for example-and so differ from their US counterparts. Here are some brand names that have become synonymous with the products they represent:

British Brand Names

Blu Tac - poster putty


Elastoplast - bandaid (usually called "plaster")

Domestos - bleach



Savlon - antisceptic ointment

Durex - condom



Sellotape - scotch tape
            Hoover - vacuum cleaner


TCP - antisceptic liquid

Land Rover - All Terrain Vehicle

Tippex - correction fluid

Marigolds - rubber dishwashing gloves
WD-40 (same as in U.S.)

Nescafé - instant coffee


Zimmer Frame - walker (for the elderly)

American Brand Names (or at least brand names popular in the U.S.)

Ace-Bandage - cloth elastic bandage

Alka-Seltzer - a fizzy drink for indigestion

Band-Aid - what Brits call "plasters"

Chapstick - lip balm/salve

Clorox - bleach

Coke (short for Coca-Cola) - a general way of saying "soda" or "softdrink"

Crockpot - an electric slow-cooking pot also known as a "slow-cooker"

Frisbee - recreational plastic throwing disc

Jell-O - what  Brits call "jelly"

Kleenex - facial tissue

Kool-Aid - a just-add-water fruit drink, perhaps similar to squash in the U.K.
Linoleum - a floor covering esp. common in kitchens and bathrooms

Mace - CS gas (UK)

Milk of Magnesia (Phillips') - saline-type laxative

Oreo - a chocolate cookie with a white creamy center

Pogo Stick - children's bouncing stick

Popsicle - what Brits call an "ice-lolly"

Post-It Notes - square or rectangular shaped note pads whose notes have a sticky strip so that you can stick them on the wall or whatever

Preparation H - a cream or ointment for hemorrhoids

Q-Tips - cotton swabs

Saran Wrap - what Brits call "cling film" (also known to us as "plastic wrap")

Scotch Tape - what Brits call "Sellotape"

Spandex - stretchy material made of polyurethane fiber

Thermos - vacuum flask (for drinks, soups, etc.)

Trampoline - a bouncing aparatus

Tylenol - Paracetamol (non-aspirin pain reliever)

WD-40 - a lubricant spray (same as in the U. K.)

Wite-Out - the same as Tippex in the U. K.

Xerox* - paper photocopy                                                                                                            Xerox machine* - photocopying machine/photocopier    

to xerox* - to photocopy

Yo-yo - a type of string toy

*This usage is, perhaps, not as common currently as previously, in my opinion, (and I might add that I personally have always said, photocopy, photocopier and to photocopy).

